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ABSTRACT

Till now the whole issue of water crisis is being either addressed from the policy
implementation perspective or individual/ institutional activism but not much
consideration is given to the socio-economic and cultural perspective. India is a cultural
land where diverse cultures, ethnicities and social identities exist. Water being the most
important basic element of life on earth is also a cultural object gaining prominence in
our day to day lives as well as in many ritualistic traditions across all religion/cultures
starting from birth to death. India being a melting pot of many religions, cultural
traditions, caste, creed, and ethnicities gives an immense opportunity to study the
phenomenon of water crisis from the perspective of cultural object and from the
academic point of ethnography. Ancient cities and civilizations have thrived in the
regions where there was abundance of water. Thus, this paper would analyse and
discuss different approaches to address the issue of water crisis and what factors from
the perspective of culture and communication need to be incorporated to address the
same. In doing so, reference to the concept of modern economic development and
safeguarding the natural resources within the cultural reference would be considered.

Keywords: Ethnography, Culture Studies, Water Crisis, Water Communication,

Risk Communication

A. INTRODUCTION
Water from which the life is said to have originated is the most important resource of
the 21st century. It is termed as blue gold considering its less availability and ever

growing demand. Seventy five per cent of the earth is submerged in water. Of this, only

" Assistant Professor, Department of Mass Communication, Central University of Jharkhand, Ranchi
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2.5 % is in the form of fresh water, rest is in marine form (oceans and seas). Out of
2.5% of the fresh water, only 1.2 % is in the form of rivers and lakes, 30.1% is the
ground water and rest is in the form of frozen water (glaciers, and ice caps). (U.S.
Geological Survey, 2016) So, about one-third of 2.5% of fresh water is available
directly to the population of earth which is very less keeping in view the ever growing
population. The limited source of rivers and lakes (only 1 %) are getting polluted day
by day with human development, thus leading to greater dependency of population on
ground water. India being an agricultural economy, the dependency on ground water is
increasing. Due to uneven precipitation and floods, this dependency has increased
manifold since independence. Another important aspect of this burgeoning crisis is the
fact that by 2025, 1.8 billion people will be living in countries or regions with absolute
water scarcity and two-thirds of the world population could live under water stress
conditions. (UN Water, 2016) Also the use of water has been growing at more than

twice the rate of population increase in the last century. (UN Water, 2016)

A report published in Economic and Political Weekly tells that the share of tube wells
in irrigated areas of India arose from a mere 1% in 1960-61 to 40% in 2006-07. Uttar
Pradesh is at the second position (about 21%) among the states having most of the tube
wells in India. The three states (U.P., Punjab and Haryana) combined account for 57%
of the tube wells in India. (Vijay Shankar et al. 2011) Since these states form the

backbone of Indian agriculture, this over dependency on ground water is problematic.

These days, emphasis and importance has been laid by the government on recharging
ground water. Even international agencies and non-governmental organisations are
promoting it. The people are communicated to build recharge pits, dug wells, etc., and
to maintain the existing sources of ground water recharge (ponds, pits, kunds, bowli,
etc.). In villages, many ponds, pits, nallahs, and tunnels, are present for local use. These
sources collect the rain water and recharge the ground water table apart from providing
water for daily use. The farms and soil are exposed to direct rains, thus the water seeps-
in to recharge the ground water. But due to urbanisation, cutting of trees, pavement of
roads, construction of buildings, rain water from houses is directed to sewers and

encroachment of ponds by population to build houses have led to less water seepage to

uafeg e, 2017 @ie sihe 28 uge Approved Journal No. 49359



PADCHINHA ISSN 2231-1351

the ground table. The existing water sources are becoming less day by day with the
human interventions and encroachments. As Prof. K.N.P. Raju, Department of
Geography, Banaras Hindu University has found in his study through remote sensing
that many local ponds of Varanasi and other regions of media got encroached by the
human population. (K. N. P. Raju, 2010). Infact many religiously and culturally
important kunds are also encroached by building cinema hall over Agastya Kund.
These ponds along with kunds' were connected through channels to the river Ganges,

thereby recharging the river and the ground water table of Varanasi.

B. National and International Interventions

Given the alarming situation the governments throughout the world, world
organizations like United Nations and other non-government organizations, and some
of the prominent figures are drawing our attention on water and environmental
degradation. The prominent ones are Intercontinental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
report about the global climate change and global warming resulting in the receding
back Gangotri and other glaciers (IPCC, 2016) in India and UN’s declaration of 2005-
2015 as International Decade for Action Water for Life. (UN, Water for Life Decade’
2016) Although government of India maintains that the Gangotri glacier is retreating

less and melting is at almost standstill. (NDTV, 2016)

Some efforts at the individual level are also worth mentioning. One such is Al Gore’s
efforts to bring to the fore the issues and after-effects of global warming through well-
articulated facts taking into consideration the data over the past millions of years
through his film presentations throughout the world compiled together and produced as
a documentary film, An Inconvenient Truth. In case of India also people like Baba
Amte, Medha Patkar, Rajendra Singh, Anupam Mishra, Chandi Prasad Bhatt, Anna
Hazare, Suresh Pachauri and many more are working hard to address and mitigate the
problem. They are making people aware about the grave situation and putting efforts

through community participation to revive the water bodies. Prominent examples are

Kunds are traditional water sources present in Varanasi city which has some religious importance

associated with it; mostly found associated with a temple (a particular deity).
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Ralegaon Siddhi, Arvari River revival in Rajasthan and protection of Johad and Kunds.
But in the recent years even the same Rajasthan which once revived its water bodies
under the auspice of Tarun Bharat Sangh is facing grave situation of water scarcity due

to loss of many sources of water.

The Government of India is also in the past few decades, keeping in mind the situation
and under the pressure of UN, is coming up with measures to curb the problem.
Declaration of the river Ganga as National River and establishing Ganga River Basin
Authority and declaring gangetic dolphins as endangered species are such initiatives.
Earlier Central Ground Water Board in 1970 was established, (Central Ground Water
Board, Government of India, 2016) Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission
(JNNURM) started and Water Policy was adopted for the first time in 1987 followed by
its update in 2002, and 2012. Emphasis on establishment of more sewage water
treatment plants, streamlining the functioning of Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB, estd. in 1974), and broadening the scope of Integrated Watershed Management
programme (IWMP, in 1985) has also been taken up by the government. Thus, there is
an establishment of large number of government and official bodies working in this

area still the desired result is not found.

So far Rs. 20,000 crore has gone into the cleaning of the Ganga—most of it down the
drain. From house-hold waste to construction debris, from used irrigation water
containing fertilizer and pesticides to industrial waste, from people bathing in the river
to ashes immersed in it, the Ganga is abused. (Rajshekhar M, 2016, P. 18) Till now,
India has followed a relatively simple approach to clean up the Ganga—or, for that
matter, any of its rivers. It has acted on the assumption that preventing pollution is
sufficient to restore the river. Accordingly, India has been setting up effluent and
sewage treatment plants which clean up waste water before releasing it, along rivers

like the Ganga but it is of no avail. (Rajshekhar M, 2016, P. 18)

According to CPCB data cited by Veerapa Moily (then Environment Minister) in
February 2014 in Rajya Sabha, 2.7 billion litres of sewage was generated everyday by
class 1 and class 2 cities along the river, but only 1.2 billion litres of treatment capacity

existed. That means, 55% of the sewage generated was dumped—untreated—into the
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Ganga. In total it is estimated that India’s cities and towns generate 38.2 billion litres of
sewage every day. And the country has the installed capacity to treat only 31% of what
it needs. (Rajshekhar M, 2016, P. 18) Another study of CPCB August 2013 measured
capacity utilization of sewage treatment plants in 15 states. It found out that they

averaged 66% usage.

Also there is a problem of Centre-State coordination for the execution and maintenance
of Ganga Action Plan and Yamuna action Plan. While at the same time there is non-
availability of data on existing pollution levels in rivers and lakes in terms of biological
indicators (like coliform). No studies could be found on how rivers, major aquatic
species, birds, plants, and animals are affected by pollution. The CAG report says that
no state has identified species at risk due to river pollution. And only seven states have
studied the risks to human health arising from river pollution. (Rajshekhar M, 2016, P.
18)

C. Population Growth and Water Crisis

According to the 2001 census, India has a population of 1027 million with
approximately 28 per cent or 285 million people living in urban areas. As an outcome
of the liberalization policies adopted by the Government of India share of the urban
population may rise to about 40 per cent of total population by the year 2021. It would
contribute about 60 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP). However, this higher
productivity is dependent upon the availability and quality of infrastructure services.
Urban economic activities are dependent on infrastructure, such as power, telecom,
roads, water supply and mass transportation, coupled with civic infrastructure, such as
sanitation and solid waste management. (Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal
Mission, Government of India, 2011) The sanitation and water management are the

important aspects among them.

D. Cultural Aspect of Water

So far one can see in the discussion that there is a problem related to water scarcity, and
the measures taken for conservation and mitigation of the same by different agencies.

But one thing which must be noted here that irrespective of all the measures taken the
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problem is still the same, in fact deteriorating. In all these approaches to tackle the
issue, there is a top to bottom and a universal approach applied to all the cases. No
doubt the plan and policies, and different initiatives are required but there should be a
focus on communication and cultural aspects, which is lacking in the government plans.
Also water is something, the importance of which is emphasized across all the cultures
and religion. Like Zam Zam water in Islam, Ganges water in Hinduism, baptism rituals
in Christianity, etc. It is interesting to note that in the Indian context water and different
water bodies are referred to as gods and goddess (e.g, Water as Varuna, river Ganges as
Devi Ganga, etc.). In spite of the fact that India is a country where religion is given so
much importance on cultural, ideological, political and economic fronts but when
comes to conservation of these resources which are said to be gods and goddesses the
situation is altogether different. So what is the reason behind it? This has never been

pondered upon.

When one talks about river Ganga, which is the lifeline of India and is significantly
important in the Indian culture and among the Hindus, it runs down from Gangotri in
Himalaya to Ganga Sagar passing through different states and cities, each having their
own community living by its own culture. Till now this whole issue is either addressed
from the policy implementation perspective or individual/ institutional activism but not
much consideration is given from the socio-economic and cultural perspective. And
when we take the long stretch of Ganga it will not be feasible to comment on it from
any study done concentrated on one place only. In this respect specific places with

specific cultures should be focused upon in one intervention.

E. CONCLUSION

Water is an important resource for the existence of life on earth. It is so essential that
even the space explorations in search of life or life forms is done based on the premise
of availability of water in any of the three states of solid, liquid and gas on a particular
planet/celestial body. It is this water which was a resource once has become a
commodity in the present times. The water resources which once were managed and
preserved by the community, kings/queens, landlords, etc., and in present times by the

representative governments is becoming polluted and scarce. After the industrial
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revolution and prominently after the 20th century with the increasing population and its
overarching demands have deteriorated the quality and availability of water due to its
commodity status in the regime of modern political system mostly democratic but
capitalist. As mentioned earlier, by 2025, two-thirds of the world population could live

under water stress conditions.*

Also this problem is aggravating in this 21st century which is considered to be the
Information age and is in the process of becoming the information society. The irony is,
in this 21st century, when the media is replete with facts, figures and information and
almost 100 percent penetration of media is in the developed countries and in particular
India where TV penetration is almost 90% and radio penetration is 100% and print
media covering the literate audience (74.04 percent literacy rate of India according to
Census 2011), (Government of India, 2016) the water issues and environment concerns
are high and the human race is bound to face one of the greatest threats to its existence
ever as Water is Life. And in particular environment degradation is given much

prominence in the media but still the desired effect is not seen.

Thus, there is a need to study this phenomenon from the perspective of communication
theoretical underpinning which would give insight into the overall issue of water crisis
taking the point of reference in the context of particular cultural space chosen for study.
As till now this whole issue is only approached from the view of policy implementation
and individual efforts without considering other elements, of which society or
community is the important one. Communication is an important aspect of belief,
culture and community. How the thought and the belief system of a community are
shaped in is the matter of communication. In this regard the opinion and beliefs of the
community also matters. Also how those belief systems are translated into various
religious activities and practices need to be analyzed too before any communication
strategy. So a broader picture would be available given the community of a particular

cultural space would be studied from the ethnographic viewpoint enabling the

" Official Website of United Nations; Available from:
http://www.unwater.org/publications/publications-detail/en/c/204294; Downloaded on 10 January
2016.
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researcher to suggest a communication strategy to address the same. This whole
approach can be given the name of Water Communication which could be put under

Risk Communication.
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TEATAAT-

TS T o ST 3@T STl ST 1 ifad T8 TEIT-EU 7 2| e I8 ot 3@ 5
Tehar © for foret oft oy o famior & wer eafvat, sarentiores fem erife € wftnfora == &,
Sfcsh THIST § ST Tives FemTecdt o ot Sgd a1 Aa™ BT 8| areR a forsdwor foram
ST Y TRt o fmtor o i e JehR o Haed [Afed 2id @ 31T 39 W e TR o Sfdsrer oft
B B 8- eI, TTa, Hevia It

Torer e < aftsmaT-

fier aTeRT o ST W AT SHTHAT TS T8 hed © (o S8 o o e 3evd 3 e foe &
T us = srferes wmfuest fopad Tt €, 39 firsr amer shed 21! It o1 7. AEs oard © R
“T{IRATA SATRLOT H TR o oI T shT et [oRaT T 8- |Temor, firsr ST 63eh |2 310t
TR o S == Ld §U SqTd & [ AH-HE ¥ 1 o HIER, Steat (fHer) S Tohm oft
Fvid fohT 1T &) SF. 755 U8 o AN oh ST R T SRR hl 1ok AT &1 a8 39
HTYR T AR o a1 TR 8- (1) T (2) §Ywh| et SR S bl €k A o SRl 7
B ot A § T 1980 H YeRiITa « fE T AuEiieR SRt ST AHAT EE g forar
T B, T T A 2 SEH JAT FHIEE | a1 o &1 98 oy 3- Aremer AR Sifed fiw ik
HIh ST ol B STieed dTeH o Sieia @ gl

Tirsr aToT & gew-

Toysr arerr A ST T forewor o o ToTw 39 2 et | forfsra feram Star 2-

(1) T4 T HET IUATHT (2) AT IUATHT |

Toysr R 6 39 31 TRt Rl T T T3 foram ST aremar 2-

"t 2, viremeft, . ., wErent wiet st i et aut (aenre)
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TN AT T IUSTHI- {031 ATRT ohl ST 8 SO SUaTaRt ol fiet i gt 8 I8 fsr
ST T VAW e AT 81 I8 AT o 3¢ T AT B 2, Forerd shat ot Iufterf fifed St
2l

ﬁﬁﬁmlma"r%ﬁs ama’iwzfra%ﬁﬁ%l

T SUSATRT ST IUATHT

TR AR IEehT Tt 21 TR g A o BRI o O o &9 ¥ 7, Sifeh T Tuw
ISR B A IUATRT o ST ILT T HIT ST & SHoh el T T EaT 2

HTIHA SUATH-

HATATH SHTHAT TG 6 T SR o Sferia STaraRil ol ==l id g el & foh frer
T H U U A ST TSI U G ok AT & df 3w STI3 JHTTieraRoT
SUATHRI FEd ¢ FHh (g HH AT o HHHTEIRIUT USR] HET FHMTHT SuaTe
FEA oI AT o Tt ST & Foh oy 31X aariist # 37 3K &9 SHT 1 3 L& 2
TR H T U1 foreR @ @ W ST § shaet U AT AT HTeHTS Tedt 81 §9 % STER
ST H g SR 8 foh ooy 0w forarm Tacll € g SroRIieT | gt shad A HelrEeh S1eud
TEl € S : SHTH AT, ol STedl 3BT, Tl o fohTy, g # 37 g™

ST SaTe o Hawl & a1q o g¢ “fedt sameRtor s SeTe e | A @ TR
“forer 91 | T IUSTHR U Bl &l @, U ST AT Uoh | H(eeh 37 Wehdl o AT
JYSTHR T SRR R B

® HITIUATH
o vy YA
o TRaTRVINUT SUATE

1. T W i 1 i SuareR i shed € foh 3Tl Suere s stef sht quier
Tl oh foTT qeT STSIToRT 2l STThTET hTdT & HIT Tl & U T TYeh &1 Fehlll"* ST Sebrd
# 3T T A TSR AT YR & 21 & - T IUare, fasir uare, feramfarsiyor
Il
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3T IUATH -

2. From fie T afiwTeT E5T Suate dev # wed I qe H AT § TR S Svare
T H EHT o T O e € Wb © S U SUATer hed € S T8 oft aiedrer wa
ST o e shi Tet TIATTS el & foh TS STaTer i o T OT AT e o T 0
ST STRT ShT ST T 1 L ATAT ST T TSR FEATT 817

S- deheT o T foh B TR SR ST

AT T g8 O A0 SUame § |1 UarR & Y90 i § fefaiaa fomar
IUANT FoRaT ST 1 59 dTfetent o HIeaH ¥ T3] diE § 99T ST TohdT 2, ST 39 ThR T @

= TRT AT IUSATHT

IE ToaTstt 3 et fok 3 wiet & fop> o ST |
Bl It ST & S § T a1 S 8 T 1|
0 I EHE O A T AT ‘@ qH R S|

‘@’ 1A TR | R TR ST HehdT 2

Ve~ JT-HT STATE o YR § foR 1 SR 2 @ wifer o Rt § geent @ o |
TR & 3 e affufertt & sae sanT § ufder oft & et 31 30 39 TR § 3 w9 ©-
(Y- T 9T § T8t ST &1 W)

S8- 394 el (o) Fel g2 18| (TR =T )
T IET o T Hall & I8 i T2t sar? (‘fe? ux ufaareern)

T ATl T AN A 390, ToeT, e, 2@, S S wedTesh §3el & [ o
&9 H BT | T TUH AR H AT HEHAT, AT, HAT, GHSE, SAHT, TSAT, T A1
foraaty ot ST fopa ST R

fRrorwor suaTe-
1. TS Wi g A ot forRioor SuameRr st afed i foram 8- sit Suaerr ST ot forieelt st
8 3% TamIvor et Fed B I N SuaTe & IR # e ek Te S (39
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Tt =0 IS, o/, @1fa”) <61 SRINT BHAT 21 forioor SuaTe Wied Ut o oe A1 Hed
(=i T % 1) T BT &, AT S TrRINUT SuaTer qed STaTaRt § Ut f S & 6
& T 81

S

> ST U TiE 7L §E 2 S o1 W )
> % TN AT ATk 7 | T § S0 e =red 2
> S 9TE Ao g & off 9 e TS|

TeratfersroT SUaTE-

. g A TohaTfarIoor shr aRTia shid T el 8- “Wer st H Sgh foha ot forRivar srar
T AT b “FeRaTfereryor SuaTeRr wEd '

Y- S TE TET AT ad T ERT

ferafaroT suaTe & frefefas gea: v ag §

F. RICTATEIh SUSTHI- 59 TH AT el & feret bt S

T, TSI IUSTH- STEl qH it T8 &1, Fel # o ST RIE|

7. ffaareres SuaTeR- ST ST, 39T S|

7. aRHToTaTeeR SUdTeR- AT aftem O, SaAT & bl ITe gl

T. TAUAH AT HIEARRUETE IUATHI- NT: Fi1h, ATq, i, TR TS & & B 8

ToRTTrRIYOT SUaTeRt =T ST HEedd: Hed SUaTeRT H 373 H& [ohaT ohl faiwar o o &ev o
AT 7, 31K I8 e fora ot Suftufer fore 7 9 53 8, soht ff gar sar 2|

frerv-

59 Grl i e ST e ST @ S S v fe e | E S Suae e Suer H 37
61 quidT o foT 3eehl wecaut Yt 21 aht & 7 feufd ot 2k e ATt o gt &) el
forRroT SwrameRy forer arerr W SRIh ST Sht fAIRIAT SIA o fTT SRk BiT & e foRatteror
e fmam 3 feriar st s o foTe sreges &t 2
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Ha ;-
' 1%, ST TR, (2012). fed =raor. 73 fooelt : SR €. 9. 408

* 2. AeE. 1391 are F1 GeaT. |5 fooel! ; Hiieed 9eshR, 9. 27 SR foary, v ; Tt
AT <hY SRt AT, Tod i ST 2000, 73 oot | ATfecy TR,
* 21, weg. fedt ararr i g, 78 faeeft : anfecy T, 9. 27

* 21 ez, fedt araRr i we, 78 faeeft : ey e, 9. 27
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’ T, T WM. (2000). Tt %7 qrermTerss SR, 8 fawelt : WifecT geeni. 7. 34
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"' 1. WeE. 127t arer i Eee. 78 fooe! : it HEshR, 9. 32

T 98TTeh Y :-

HY, ST, (2001). 12T 10 F1 G ggfd. TR0 : forgformmer Fehms.

T, IHAT. (1980). fed o1 GHETHIIF T,
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Tt T § aTee AR 3R e e SR T TR
Ufed FAR

rohithirawalwala@gmail.com

T T & fogiae Sed GLenr 3 SRR & WY & fagiqer, fEe @t &1 23
TR 1981 1 T U fora oT| 3 0 | eI 6 F ..

“fog =g |

1Y 91Ed 9 T 7 3 g1 Ry & “SIR-Gieplas Feqiadl” He & ford forg) 19
TTed 9 for # 379 9T g wrared]” | 5[ $qHe o7 37 Fi15a1 % fawd H forg Sl 44
Al € 991 39 qHerarH] W o1 Sl g3 €1 g5 @, 4 39 Hafda st 7wt fedfa qen e
12 TGF R 149 & R 9 A1 HIHE o7 § 91 fora @1 87 H (a4l 1 g
781 gl 4 o 12 o7, cife salcrd 7el 1o 4 #Is oias g, slice gaicrd Hileh 4 FTwH]
g 37194 73 SHUSH 4 T 1 F8T 8, Tlfeb ST 5L T9T 761 & TIdrea]’ o |ief et 37Kk
W ITET, HeAHT o QT SHTcT § H 399, T fchdl, GHIS SN Sfa 8 s #3779
q% ©, GUITETS 8, 11 Gagyd 1l 78 e F e STFaIeed ¥ & o H § 8l X 3770 HR
THEATETa] TEdT AR & Tl 3Ia8T 3R 916 6 S96q® F 61| 4 918 TS 36 TEd Hl
TR SN GHF F1 Ted FAl g, 19ad d o R g, 4 A7 F¢a 34 9l & ford
HIYSIh FHH] <TEd] 5, 1788 Teh 37Tt F© 3R HaH T ST Gehl

fedt i e, o U aREt ST oA gm i 1 SR we faefi geT R
WA AT | 1A’ 768 3T TANT haled A1 o &Y H | Fleh A1k 379 1 foharm 2,
Sk siia Tre, AT, Tod, STia, T, ST, TTiRTed, aefe SATie @+t 9e7 37 S 6
WA | &R T o I8V § =0l 9T o a1g ff @k T sl WOl ed 496 W 8
JETH, AT, THTRIT TS AR AR €9 & 2| 36T TR ureft Tmwie it oft et i

e o, g g Prera e ) g
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o foerma # uftreTiien sifieRT 21 sreea T e ST o ST gt THE | g A g
8 & foh

“fore g S | 1870 H SAG€IRIF 1970 F1 Hiq Wl 571 & o, 99 Fo IR gag
7 A1 SR Alerd FAISN H e &+ ) TROMH I8 §HT Toh IRIG] 4 a1l Taal A1

&1 TATIH X H GBS F1 59 W1 1 GHI TG e GHIETF HHEE S a9 37 [ag o
EZCR

e TR 3% Geleg THTC T S 15 A3 1925 T HIAHT 7 GIAT T12T
frderen 1freT T wiifrer sraTar & fo amaet T ek == 3 vt om 39 o e et & @
oft 3afeTy 39eh =T 3 Sed T @ oA om T TR TR SIS =9 shieisl
e 9 iR foefimn grr senfora 38 dear & 9 et R YU 99 ) 7 CqeH A
LRI | e TR ol TTfecd ht JoTT fireft

1941 ¥ word gt § A U8 i o o1e 9 REQL ARG st § Wl 8¢ 3R
1946 ¥ o Taforet Sofer s SSfTTT et # Ugd 9w T e | [ 3R BBl g/
SITS T3 WiEahcIoh SIH 3T 12k ohl S T <@ Fhid 9| o ATRaTe o 3 TSI &
T &9 Y TS g A 32 W o S A FRYE ardf | Wik 9 9w a6 q S &
STerSIE ST H o 1 TSI § SATRT 8¢ 1T 9| s=o | & seel §LehR A1Zehi o i STTehitd
g 1957 § 1958 37 3 91 & SR 36 IS H TIA-TATT 3T i€ L o ATI-81d
Frertt il 3T g 3= g SIRETreTt o1 31 3@ o1 Hient i =ed wed, ATgehd
ey, ATiE shiferq ATfe & AT 3T a8l & e ¥ o sIge gwIfad gl o e 39
T T AT AT it It 3¢ o ®9 F Tha ia T i Hid TRy’ TTeeh Hi q@ A
A AT 21 B 1958 2l 96 T FIU-37-U308” § 36 TEId o o H U Al i
St o U1 H &St U gY IeH T o, ‘IS ST 9ET W T el T U’ 1959 H A
$icie © FICTohdT Qe 31T TR 1A & 319 Icarer il o |1 TshE 10 | T A"
e <t i Tt & e B 3@ Mt § areeh o ary-aner eefta, wnfee, fome snfe fafi=r
forart ox =it Bt offl 36k 18 FTeeT T Thie TR o TS W agt 1T 3 R i ast
o TS H 1 6 36 3T Yot o SR 381 T $aioie”, ARy UM, STyl i
FIHAT, WA ST, TAT A Heeqol A1eh fore@ YRa g cdled & 98 & ud
gEISIA” SgET AT BT | (37 22 TS, 1965) TeHTIRTA &1 <1 A1) 36k TehIIH 6 AT
& A1EeT TERR hT ST TR TR el 5| 9T Taell Held TR TTeaeedT 4 16 a6,
1965 ! TRl ATeeh & Yo TR Hed 3 g ST | 6T gH T &l 1968 H 3% 36
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ATee o FTQ T ATeeh STehTaHT TUEhR | T3S § WA e % qid 918 I-ai aeh!
3foremer fora Taet TR T 36 TXE % H1esh WA TTH § ek 7 I 1 Hehd oMl 1967 §
IR ST AR & AT “TraTedy” ATed |t shY TITIAT T 18 W, 1967 T T TaK
W W @A | AT TR E Sl 1956 H AR 1967 T o Gt A1eeh aeet SR
Rt T o o for

Y W § foh ATSIIET oh SITg BHIL o371 shi 3TTTieh, TS Ifaes Te drHTisTeh fefd it a@d
T %1 o AR oAt H AR Agaqul WAl § STT-3HeRT Atesh foe e o 3at wrd |
&S 9T o HieT TS T ATEh “HTNIE T Uk T, 201 qRd | shete wreT 8 firdier shte
o1 AT Qe TTE ARd o ST WIS H forsi dgereht i e SIHITA shiddlel” S
ST S H AT AT H SIS §hR T A1 “Ta SeTSia” A FART A1eH WA hl STl A1eeh
) HTSITET o ST TTH ohT AT T gAT TTRTTerd TTehfHar o ST SrR1err Rifei 3 e
SEfCRIT 3T ek HEATSAT hi -7 o] fowel | st dev o &t tmw & foem o
UfereTferen wyftrer g 21 et T % Sy facclt S wry-AT SO WG % I el | off
theld 7 TIH TS UfdeadT o YR 9 F5-95 TTHT ST hl 3T B9 | AN,
e ol ASTe[ foRam| A 196070 T G TTohH | Shifd et 1 aLe ol Gaizis feal T1esh
36 T H T T TS Hiod gY) IRATE WINTSAT o A1ed AT et T 9 A g ol
foreH SITeet T T A1eeh “Ue Satsiia’ it fédl Treer o el g get wHa | S5 | ST
fdwer 3R fafite werrersh SRivm & RO STAfEd g I&Tew & fog 1w Ragd, g
TRTaqd, =1, 3. i, Aed 78y, ATet ¥, THTe sITTsl, FaaT diehd, el 9e7e 3 |1
T STeel TR IS T A, Fiem oK T1e @iwm onfe & & 1 fifdam wenfia fay
1967 & 1977 e %1 @wy f&dt Aeeh TR = o Scid |ishadr SR Tiafaferit & o @
TreRe T it T SRRTieraT ST IcTe 3 el il § Fe dvmeEreTt i aamr 3T
T <efi-foraft it & STaTaT 37 38eh A1ed TN W €A hisd g1 ST, 7,
TSI, TS, T, HRATCTH o |1 AT S, STHHT, ST, Tt 3T HTersl sht Srgaw e
FIrl o TS A T o AT & g e qat ATt i ek FHioam iR et &t
T W TS|

fTeTsIT “srareal” st STRIMeR Seqfat Tt & offl 1971 § T i TR e
TR T SFTTURE il § Fae ot off ST o A SR 3 T8 2| TR o 36 31 8 Toid
TC o G T T e & 98T T I A @ o TR ATee U S sharr qre 2
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AT TR 3RMehT o 31 G o T H I Toh WA [5RAT 8- WIS 1 AT o A1 (ST’
SRIM 3T=Iq: T ol TTYeh Sl AT o 9 § TG L 5 e § i T &
T A6 T T ST SHAT T T THI-Rer & 9 § of ST § et giire $il
AU 1970 & 1993 ok STeet HTHR o @t A1eeh e AT Sehicteh T i &I H TEeht
ol

STEel T o L TTHE 3 WA ol WIWTS, i A Aieehiaen giEr =i aed st
TEAT IR Tk ETeieh A T faehféa s <t foum & weh awer s femam) fe=t, ardl,
SIS, TSR, HeraTell, Fere, SAfean Hfe TR WwisTl # seet S o |1eeh Hiwd gC
A fopedt 7 fopelt & o <37 o |ft WidT o TR AT ot o el T 3 79T ST TRt foham|
S1Ee TN A M, B, THhS I el H A1Eh! hl TgT L A1Eh hl AT ST I8
e e 1 Sgifer Tfdred foram ST 38 e W off IAWT ST SRR 6 STER Tred
QT af § TTad & ST ITHior G arafes Rifodt § SR ST € siaasg i T 8l
el T 3 Wil I 6 ST § SR e A araiies T Stoet geEt it |,
e et TR =TT T 3T9TE ) STed SRR T T i S SRl &
feRTet ST ST oF s o TTQ) TTieT 3T sl § of | 3ATH AN o S of U] TTHE i 381
TS =TT & ¥ fohaT| STee §eRR o 12 (e (Jiar § fHfsd)  ARae TR &aX
T 1974-75 % SR H (SRS ARTAV o qcd | & g B G HT &) b SR
1T AT shl FHeaTRierdr i sigg THTid [Tl Jaehg A1eshi shl AlHT S, 38 TTHe

T GHRTAT 89 & S AT | Geid F2T NS FTeed GLehT T & R

ST EThT o g o qUd SI18 Aok TTehHT STal FehTeT wiad forafaranerd o S et
T I A o SR ARl STaTetetTel He% forgforeriery § HeTash TIhe &, 39 o o F8

“HTE 3R 3719 dEL T & R H A GEA] GREY S H e g3 e H F9g
SHTYTRA JFhg "1e% THE ST @ ST 911 IR=F 941 91, SO1 | T 3719 der] FH %1
16 B T o1 H| 3779 1578 Wl @ T H I 161 I 9, 37 12l 7 37194 1578
R G HANHAS F] T8((IRR) F1 FEHIA b1 91 HN IG5 T 741 514 B 31 o, 98
YgcA TR H sgd JHIERITCA! oFTdl 911 S7e <181 19 3¢ Yg &1 a1, 57 <I718] Toh o1d I,
@ #1576 a8 © 319 Teh TR g8t =R | sqct i1 & TR qa =R i STIcHHTd R oid
o, 98 HIfercl ARI% 21| TG 3R SISt F1 U1 5 A% YR TrHe 7 IRrE 81 foedt +
ferar1 811 AT9 foeh T &1 G9TTR © STeR & 781 1, 37794 Jaehs! 3R G &1 81 74 a1
T
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3T shY | I3 TTeRHT Ue oigeh foder It forad -

“S1Ge TR % TICeh 1 TR SITETR LT TRt T@ar o1 $9e fo1q q1a1 377 |
e ot for@l i1, TReiRE’, IS Ay, 96 @R, deloe 5 & Aed BIbE
T1e Glehdl T ST e BT, TG &7 7 4 R 12 19909 TR T Gl TH=” &l &
4 @ Tor@l, 7orad 9IRl &% 391 & o9 § 912e gial 91| 391 forar 912 fiufesar’, ford
fedl § S[epd” 91 | Ga Gl 71| 8 % s1acd q1 % A1 1 IR I, TG TR 1 AR
T #] 578 © BIC-BIS ] SR e H Q] 712 %) GEq1371 4 STH 1e7271] T8l 3R 78
12l H1 AT o) TG 31 F1 36 JcAl BT 3R 34 IR % Jahs TI2F W 1 G 97 911 39
G To8R & AT H a1 Al ”, USdrd 571 H AR, G241 § Tetiaer, fawe # S 9124
TG’ 3R FCATEIEIE &1 T, Gl T2’ 3794-379 §AT% H sgd Sa1a] Gishd 91 STTTHIE Fl
IR S o 6 74 % G191 1980 H s1aed &1 = diGt T & 1o1g aeirg i fara o)

S HEHI H o [ Hem e 9 AT S FUI FI FEAT S oF  THEAdEl & HEH
fereerd = ST % JgStiiad] € HiT 1 feh 3 STH-3efl 1 HildhRT i1 % fo7¢ 371 7 d1act
GIFR HT T12F AT H a1 & hifder 1797 F decird & o8 F IR F3 & 37494 U9
& &Y 4 IS A1eH HR T T fawidad X T 91 g6t Jfiew & forg 35 9 1uet #
$S1G 1| IE1H ST SR F7H, T3k AR FHATHR 1 g %1 Teh 572§ IS 1331 12 37a
Fel o 8 Gehal o1l FF-ANTET, TA-Heedl, Bd-371TH, F81 & Fel 4l 798 T& JFR 4
JFHS F & HIS(Z &Y 91 T GFR = He Goofl, &Y oA, I N T & o1 &
@i F1 TRl ST 1 IR-37aTl a1 1a91) TgR 4 Fesiara] Qieglae qi=l, SaH | I
foreR & 127 el § qarHifa, fotad, TaSTR, SR THEEE T W Tt I9 7 #F
JFHS 1 fohdl IS4 Targqeraral 9T [aRYRT % |19-919 d1ec] §HR & 9 1902 & ded
aisge 91

STecT 1 Rl TG TTHT o7 Tod i o9 €T | <@ hl fHeldr 2- U2l 49 W hie &1
ST FIHT Hedl” Tk A €, GO THIEHE” Ao AN He W L & o e &
ST FeheTeht 3T & AT AT 3 S[e@” A1eeh i o

TTeRHT ATTIRT FAR e 3L IS STEER # forad §

“B §Tac a1 %1 ST 3% A1 qIH] %1 aedd] H g5 Feqid 91 78 912 381 1977 H
ot TH BT SHTSTH & IR 7 52 §lcd B @Al IT| 37T hed S8l %A =Icid ol e G alT 8
s TeHIH G 97 St 7 97] 991 TRT 371 STHI W 93 9 3T93dT F1ed Fugl 7 9
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sTaed §1 o1 374 E T 9| 71 % J[® §id &1 g0l bl I a8 © SiIg Tord o1l = T Tt
TG 1 I3 SR @re Tel o1l 7 GfY 71 g&a 7R Fiore ded AT 8 F5 B o1 1 Fel
& 57T 3R el Wed Tl & el wIelll Fo € fol @18 faced! % Fo Ia1 WAl 7 T
19 GHE F1E1 3R 1978 H 41 %1 Te=al § T&qd 1311 Fac] @R = Ga facelt 37
¥ a1 CIEHH % Gre FEMC ) § ol 39 R § A1 SR FB 67 718 37 Tel
S[TH A1 To=a1 H 101 St a1 1 =il T&1 1 761 FrhiHal & e qial, 3cre SR
T A1 8, X HIE TEl €, Tl det (e 1 el 8l

1972 H wrfl, a9 1997 | S A1eeh SFehTaHI-Icd Ha& o1 TEahr fief) a9 2010 §
VI T ST 3v¢ T 90T FAT oIt 71T S o S8 o & I8 ekt bt L foar foh
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NUTRITIONAL STATUS AMONG CHILDREN OF KANWAR
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Abstracts

Background: Nutrition is an important aspect which leads to healthy life for everyone.
It’s necessary to live a better life. For getting better health, it requires good food and
environment. Nutrion is most important to growing children 0-6 years. The majority of
the research findings stated that mostly tribal community not getting such nutritional
food. Due to these, children suffering from like malnutrition. Malnutrition or
malnourishment is a form that results from eating a diet in which nutrients are either not

adequate or are too much such that the diet causes health problems/issues.
Objectives: To study the nutritional level among children age group between 0-6 years.

Methods: The present study was carried out amongst Kanwar children in Korba Block
Chhattisgarh in the age group between 0-6 years. 50 children were selected (both boys
and girls) for the study. Data were collected through Anthropometric measurements,

Interview Schedule, Participant observation,.

Result and Discussion: The study found that out of 50 children, 21 children were
found underweight and 29 were normal weight. Of them about 46 % were mild
malnutrition. Malnutrition is due to lack of knowledge, awareness about diet, proper

education, poverty and poor socioeconomic status.

" Ph.D. Research Scholar, Deptt. of Anthropology, Dr. Harisingh Gour Vishvavidyalaya, Sagar
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Introduction:

Nutrition is an important aspect which leads to healthy life for everyone. It’s necessary
to live a healthy life. For getting good health, it requires good food and environment.
The majority of the research findings stated that mostly tribal community not getting
such nutritional food. Due to these, children suffering from like malnutrition.
Malnutrition or malnourishment is a form that results from eating a diet in which
nutrients are either not adequate or are too much such that the diet causes health
problems/issues. Malnutrition is indeed a global emergency and courageous and timely
actions are needed from governments, media outlets, non-governmental organizations
and other institutions. Malnutrition is based on all its forms includes under nutrition,
inadequate vitamins or minerals [1, 2]. One third of the population of Chhattisgarh
belongs to the Scheduled Tribes. And about 31.76 percent of the total population of the
state belongs to the Scheduled Tribes. Kanwar tribe mainly resides in Raigarh,
Bilaspur, Surguja, Raipur and Rajnand districts of Chhattisgarh. They are also found in
Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, Jharkhand and Maharashtra. The economy of this tribe is
different from the economy of the advanced society. Their requirements are limited.
They depend on nature for their limited needs. These tribes earn their living by doing
agriculture, collection of forest produce and engased in labour work. A large number of
them live in forest areas [3,4,]. Poverty is always associated with malnutrition,
therefore, if the economic condition of a country is to improve then it is absolutely
necessary to improve the condition of malnutrition as well. But India does not conform
to the above pattern, i.e. the decline in malnutrition is not related to better economic
conditions in the country and thus represents a typical example of the "South Asian
puzzle"[5,6]. The problem of underweight children is very serious among the total
54.5% of the Scheduled Tribes, 47.9% of the Scheduled Castes and 43.2% of the Other
Backward Classes. There are 74 tribal communities designated as Scheduled Tribes,
based on their low growth, low literacy, primitive levels of agriculture and Baiga tribe

is one of them.[7,8,9].

Objectives:
To study the nutritional status among children age group between 0-6 years.
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Materials and Methods:

The present study was carried out amongst Kanwar children in Korba Block in the age
group between 0-6 years. 6 villages (Ajagarbahar, Dhangawana, gourbora, kachhar,
Pandaripani and Saraisingar) were selected for study purpose. Study period was from
July to August 2015. Total of 50 children were selected (both boys and girls) for the
study. Anthropometric measurements: the anthropometric measurement of height and
weight of Kanwar tribal children were taken to calculate the BMI through
Anthropometric rod, weight machine and sitting height. Upper arm and Head
Circumference measurement taken through measuring tape. Dietary pattern and socio-
economic status were taken through structured Interview Schedule, Participant
observation. Data were collected also through Anganwadi Centre, Primary School and

Ashram School.

Variables: variables included age, socio-economic status, weight, height and dietary

intake pattern. For standardised the results, we had taken WHO classification and

Kanavati & McLarn Classification.

Nutrition level classification:

1) WHO Classification of BMI (2006)

Body Mass Index Classification
Underweight <18.5

Normal 18.5-24.9
Overweight 25-29.9
Obesity -1(Class-1 Obesity) 30-34.9
Obesity -2(Class-2 Obesity) 35-39.9
Obesity -3(Class-3 Obesity) >40

2) Kanavati & McLarn Classification
Under this, the circumference of the forearm and the circumference of the head are

displayed by the following formula by tape.

Kanavati & McClarn classification = upper arm circumference/ and head circumference
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The obtained value is analyzed as follows- Arm circumference and head circumference

(1970)

Classification MUAC/HC index value (...)
Obesity >0.35

Normal 0.31-0.34

Mild malnutrition 0.28-0.30

Moderate Malnutrition 0.25-0.28

Severe Malnutrition <0.25

Results and Discussion:

This study was conducted among the 50 children of 0-6 years. Table-1 shows that, Out
of 50, 21 children were found underweight and 29 were normal weight. Table-3 shows
that boys (60%) were more suffered than girls (30%). The prevalence of underweight in
the current study was 42%.Table-4 shows that among boys 5% were found severe
malnutrition, 45% mild malnutrition, 25% were normal, 20 % were moderate, and 5 %
were obese. Among girls, 46% were mild malnutrition, 26.67% were normal, 10% were
mild malnutrition, 10% were and 6.67% were severe malnutrition. Most of the children
were preferred both veg and non-veg. Their food habits were depends on availability of

the food.

Table-5 Shows that 40% parent’s income was 1000-2000, 28% were 500-1000, 26%
were 2000-3000, 6% were 3000-4000. Table-6 shows that most of the tribal people

depend on wages and agricultural wages for their livelihood. Then they follow forest

food.

Explain the results of table-6 &7 heare

Since, India has largest child development program in the world, yet progress on
malnutrition is limited. Child under nutrition continues to occupy a significant share of
the global health burden: in total, around 161 million children under-five are
chronically malnourished, 99 million children are underweight, and 45% of child deaths

are attributable to malnutrition [10]. From the above discussion, it can be attributed that
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most of the Kanwar populations of Chhattisgarh live in forest areas, without any
awareness. They people depend on mostly yet forest food. This food helps them to
make stay better. But on other side they don’t have knowledge and awareness about

nutrient food.

Table-1 Distribution of Children according to Body Mass Index:

Body Mass Index Frequency (%)
Underweight(BMI <18) 21(42%)
Normal Weight(BMI 18-24.5) 29(58%)
Total 50 (100%)
Table-2. Age Group wise Sample Distribution:
Age Group Boys Girls
0-2 years 4 6
2-4 years 9 11
4-6 years 7 13
Total 20 30
Table-3. Category wised BMI Distribution:
BMI Boys(Frequency) Girls(Frequency)
Underweight 12(60%) 9(30%)
Normal weight 8(40%) 21(70%)
Total 20(100%) 30(100%)

Table-4. Upper Arm Circumference & Head Circumference of 0-6 year’s age group

boys & girls

NO. Kanavati & McLarn Boys(Frequency) | Girls(Frequency) | Total
Classification

1 Obesity 1(5%) 3(10%) 4(8%)

2 Normal 5(25%) 8(26.67) 13(26%)

3 Mild malnutrition 9(45%) 14(46%) 23(46%)

4 Moderate Malnutrition | 4(20%) 3(10%) 7(14%)

5 Severe Malnutrition 1(5%) 2(6.67) 3(6%)
Total 20(100%) 30(100%) 50(100%)
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Table-5. Monthly income

Village Total Monthly Income
(Male-
Female )
500-1000 | 1000- 2000 - 3000 - | 4000 - | More
2000 3000 4000 | 5000 | than 5000
Ajgarbahar | 6 1 2 1
Dhangaon | 8 1 3 1 1
Gourbora |9 2 4 3 1
Pandripani | 9 4 3 2 3
Kachhar |9 2 4 3 1
9 1 3 2 1 1
Saraisingar
Total 50 11(22%) | 19(38%) | 12 (24%) | 2(4%) | 4(8%) | 2(4%)
Table-6 Occupational status
Village Total Occupation
M | Fem | forest wages/agric | agriculture bamb | jobin Gover | Others
ale | ale productio | ulture A) Total(FP+W | oo private | nment
n (FP) wages(W/A /AW+A) work institut | Job
W) e
M| F M F M F M F M|F | M|F | M FIM|F
1. Ajgarbahar 4 2 1 2 3 -
2. Dhangaon 3 5 2 1 3 2 -
3. Gourbora 4 5 3 3 1 1
4. Pandripani 2 7 2 2 3 2
5. Kachhar 5 4 - |2 3 1 1 1 - - - - - - |1
6 Saraisingar | 2 7 - |1 1 2 1 - - 4
Total 20 30 8(26.6 | 7(35 12(40 2(10 13.3 9(45 9(30% 2(1
6%) | % | % % 3% | % |) 0%)
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Table 7- Details of food items commonly consumed by the respondents:-

Study resulted very alarming nutrition status among children.

No. | Food ingredient Morning | Afternoon | Evening

1 Grain(Rice, Kodo, Kutki), @ Tomato | 16(32%) | 28 (70%) 27(54%)
sauce(Chatni), Stale, lentils, root and tuber
vegetables

2 Rice, Lentils (Twinra, split pea (Batar), | 11(22%) | 12(22%) 14(28%)
Arhal Daal, Green Leafy Vegetables

4 Rice flour Chapati ( cheela) 23(46) 6(7.92) 0
Wheat flour Chapati 0 0 0
Meat, fish and eggs (Occasionally) 0 4 9(18%)
Other 0 0 0
Total 50(100%) | 50(100%) | 50(100%)

Conclusion:

Under-nutrition is a key problem with tribal children in rural area who suffer from
growing delay that can lead to serious health issues. In this study area, there are major
socio-economic problems, lack of knowledge about healthy food, education and so on.
Due to this, their diet often lacks in both quality and quantity. An urgent intervention by
supplementation of key nutrients is required to assure nutritional status improvement in

these children.
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Abstract:

India is the second-largest producer of silk after China and accounts for nearly 18% of
global raw silk production. With sericulture activities spread across 52,360 villages, the
silk industry in India is one of the largest generators of employment and foreign
exchange for the country. India enjoys a unique universal position in terms of the
production of all commercially useful varieties of silk. As of 2015-16, the total raw silk
production in the country is 28523 MT and goes up to 30348 MT in 2016-17 with an
employment generation of 85.16 lakh people. Jharkhand has 24 districts and all the
districts have Sericulture activities. It provides income and employment to the rural
poor and tribals in Jharkhand and adjoining states in India. The government of
Jharkhand has initiated various sericulture development schemes with the support of the
Central Silk Board to improve the socio-economic conditions of the people and

empowerment of tribals.

Keywords: Silk, sericulture, Jharkhand, Tasar, Silkworm, Tribal.
Introduction:

Silk culture in India is not an industry but a tradition. For long it remained obscure as
an exclusive craft of tribe's and hill folks inhabiting the forests of Jharkhand, Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. It was in the recent past

" Assistant Professor, Department of Commerce, Yogoda Satsanga Mahavidyalaya, Ranchi,

under Ranchi University, Ranchi.
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that this tribal tradition assumed importance and attracted attention at National Level.
The rich production potentialities within the country and a steady demand of the
products outside, promoted commercial exploitation of this craft, which culminated in
the transformation of an old tradition to an industry on immense potentiality. Silk is
used as textiles of almost all forms. Its market ninch is because of its luxurious look,
sleek feel and luster. India has been producing silk since 1000 BC as per recorded
history. Countries like China, Bangladesh, Thailand, Japan, Brazil and Italy also
produce silk. However, India is unique in that as it produces all types of silk such as

Mulberry, Muga, Eri and Tasar.

India is the second largest producer of Tasar silk in the World after China. In India,
silkworm is reared on trees like Arjuna, Sal and Asan, which are available abundantly
in the approx 14 million hectares of tropical forests in the state of Jharkhand, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, Orissa, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh. As per the data of
the Central Silk Board, the apex sericulture institution in India, there is about one lakh
family presently engaged in Tasar rearing in India, out of which 65,000 families are
from Jharkhand. Silk today, is an indispensable and growing part of tribal culture and a
medium for transformation of the whole rural economy in relation to the entire national
structure. The industry has rich national resources and man power and the challenges
are to utilize these to bring about a balanced development in keeping with their

traditions and the way of life.

The Indian government has constituted a statutory body, the Central Silk Board (CSB)
which works out plans and policies for the development of silk in India. It's making
efforts to better the condition of the rural population, through raising the quality of silk,
which fetch remunerative returns and also provide part of full time employment to rural
population. India has been able to make these bold strides in silk development due to its
organized economic planning. Through successive five years plan - the traditional Silk
Industry has developed remarkably, raising raw silk production from mere 900 tons in
1951-52 to 7673 tons in 1985 (end of sixth plan). The seventh plan (1986-90) aiming at
yearly production up to 10900 tons3, was achieved. The production of raw silk up to

the end of 9th plan (1997-2002) was 17461 tons.
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Growth of sericulture sector:

The number of farmers engaged in tasar culture had increased from 7,813 in 2007-08 to
165,000 in 2013-14 farmers. Similarly, the number of villages which had taken up tasar
culture had increased from 1,356 to 16997 during the same period. The quantity of
DFLs brushed increased from 23.65 lakhs to 208.28 lakhs. The total quantity of
cocoons produced by farmers increased from 1,414 lakh cocoons, to 15,327 lakhs. The
year wise growth of sericulture in Jharkhand state is shown in graphs 1 to 4. The
quantity of silk produced increased to 2,001.4 tonnes from 143 tonnes. These trends
indicate that there has been more than 10 times increase in the output of tasar silk
sericulture in Jharkhand state. The Government has created useful infrastructure such as
271 common facilities centres (CFC), 25 cocoon banks and developed backward and

forward market linkage of cocoon and silk

Production Growth of Silk in India

Year Total Production in Tones
1951-52 900
1980-81 5041
1984-85 7673
1989-90 11916
1994-95 14579
1998-99 15544
2001-02 17461
2002-03 16211

Source: Compendium of Statistics of Silk Industry by CSB & CSB Reports.
World's total production of raw silk was 56,500 tons in 1938 which has gone up by
36% during the last 53 years. By 2000 the total raw silk production was estimated at
85,000 tones. Although production has been rising gradually, the share of silk in total
for all textile fibres remains very low. The value of silk and silk products in
international trade however is quite significant, silk being a high value item. India
stands second only to China in silk production. But, India has the unique distinction of

being the only country in the world producing all the commercially known varieties of
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silk - mulberry, Tasar (both tropical and temperate), Eri, and Muga. It ranks second to
China as a mulberry silk producer and accounts for about 14% of world production of
raw silk. It is also the second largest producer of Tasar silk, again after China. It has the
monopoly of world production of golden-yellow Muga silk. India requires 120,000
metric tons of silk to meet the demand in world market and with better infrastructure
facility; the sericulture industry can improve its productivity to 15 percent against the

current 9%.

The Ministry of Textiles has anticipated that the value of silk export earnings will reach
around Rs.3200 Crore during the year 2006-07. The export of Rs.770.47 Crore has been
achieved during April-June period of the year 2006-07, which is 24.1% achievement of
the target in rupee terms as compared to corresponding period of the year 2005-06
which was Rs.705.05 Crore. Recently with the export of raw silk from Japan falling
drastically, other developing countries are looking to silk as potential foreign exchange

earner and taken up programmes for sericulture development.

Historical Background

Sericulture and the weaving of silk have been practiced in China from a remote period.
Legend dates this back to 2800 BC, to Empress Si Ling-chi, who not only encouraged
the culture of the silkworm but also developed the process of reeling from the cocoon.
This was a closely guarded secret for more than 2000 years. The history of shrouded in
mystery. In China, however, legend has it that Empress Si Ling Chi of China sitting
under a mulberry tree in her palace garden, the Empress was having tea. A cocoon fell
into her hot cup of tea from the branches of the mulberry tree. And as she watched, a
strong white thread unraveled itself. That accidental process of unraveling the silk
worm's cocoon hasn't changed much in the last thousands of years. Cocoons are still
dipped in hot water to loosen the tightly woven filaments that make up a silk worm's

cocoon.

By the 14th century BC, the production of silk gradually developed into an industry in

China. In fact, it became one of the principal elements of the Chinese economy. Silk
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was being used for musical instruments, fishing-lines, bowstrings, and even rag paper,

the world's first luxury paper.

For more than two thousand years, the Chinese kept the secret of silk to themselves. It
was one of the most zealously guarded secrets in history. Anyone found guilty of
smuggling silkworm eggs, cocoons, or mulberry seeds was put to death. Silk became
the cloth of emperors and royalty and a great source of wealth. Common people were

prohibited from wearing silk in China.

It was only as late as the 13th century AD, that Italy began silk production, with the
skilled silk weavers from Persia. Eventually, silk production became widespread in
Europe, but the widespread production of silk hasn't dented China's image as the Silk
Giant. Even today, five thousand years after the first cocoon fell into the Empress'

teacup; China is still the world's largest producer of silk.

Silk Prospect in Jharkhand

The state of Jharkhand is blessed with huge natural resources such as minerals, forests,
water resources, energy resources, fertile land etc. It is also gifted with relatively
moderate climate, good rainfall, good rail and road communication, technical
educational facilities, research laboratories, management institutes, etc. With a view to
inculcate rapid growth in industrial sector, such industries which aim to exploit natural
resources available in Jharkhand and which can generate employment for local
inhabitants are being classified as thrust area of Industrial development of state. One of
them is Sericulture. It constitutes rearing of silkworms, production of cocoons,

extracting silk yarn through cocoons and weaving fabric by using silk yarn.

Once a hub for Tasar Silk, Jharkhand looks up for revival of this famous product.
Before the state's creation, the region used to play a major role in enabling Bihar to

contribute 50 per cent of the nation's total raw silk production.

Tasar Silkworm rearing is one of the important segments of traditional forest based

livelihoods in Jharkhand. Most of the tribes have been the rearers of silk worms in
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Jharkhand. The agriculture is the primary livelihood of these people. However
considering low yield of paddy in the rain fed areas, people looks for additional
livelihood opportunities. Tasar rearing starts after the agriculture season i.e. October -
November, when the opportunity cost of labour remains low. The Seeds for Tasar are
gathered through indigenous means. However the traditional rearing of Tasar is
becoming increasingly un-remunerative for rearers due to non-availability of good
quality Tasar seeds, declining forest cover, increasingly stringent Forest regulations
curbing the access of traditional rearers over forests, low productivity levels and

complete absence of cocoon processing sector to offer fair prices for Tasar cocoons.

Another important segment is Tasar yarn spinners, reelers and fabric weavers. Majority
of the Tasar weavers belong to Muslim or lower caste Hindu communities. All the
activities of this segment are to be carried out round the year to earn livelihood for the

whole family.

Out of 79714 sq KM of total land area of Jharkhand, 23605 sq KM (30%) is forest area.
The forest is covered with Tasar food plant; out of which 90 per cent is Sal trees and
rest are Asan and Arjuna trees, which attract silk worms. Out of 9 lakh hectares of
forest available for Tasar cultivation presently only 66520 hectares is being utilized for
the production of Tasar, and 78.37 hectares for Mulberry 16, which is only 7.4% of the
total forest available. About 65000 families are involved in traditional Tasar cultivation.
With the help of these traditional Tasar cultivators, govt. is planning to increase the
production of Tasar from 125 Tones to 650 Tones per year within next five years. To
achieve this target, Sericulture Directorate, government of Jharkhand has established 28
Pilot Project Centers at different districts of Jharkhand, out of which 03 Pilot Project

Centers are for the development of Mulberry Silk.

With a view to inculcate rapid growth of Silk Industry, which aim to exploit natural
resources available in Jharkhand and can generate employment for local inhabitants,
govt. of Jharkhand had established the Jharkhand Sericulture Technology Development
Institute (JSTDI) at Chaibasa and Jharkhand Sericulture Development Institute (JSDI)
at Ranchi, for providing training to entrepreneurs for the development of Silk Industry

in Jharkhand. Presently the post cocoon technology in Jharkhand is in infancy stage.
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STATUSE OF SILK SECTOR IN JHARKHAND (2011-2012):

No. of Sericulture villages 5000
Area of Mulberry food plants 500 Acers
Area of Tasar food plants 900000 Hectares
Quantity of Mulberry raw silk Quantity of Tasar raw silk 2.5MT
Total no of govt. pilot centers 1025 MT
Expected production of Tasar raw silk by the end of March 2012 1.25 Lack
Employment Expected 2 Lack

Source: Sericulture Directorate, govt. of Jharkhand

Under National development plan, the Central Silk Board has selected Jharkhand for a
Rs.383 Crore Silk development plan in next 10 years in collaboration with the state
government 19. Apart from this government is planning to establish Jharkhand Silk
Textile & Handloom Development Corporation to develop silk trade in Jharkhand. A
training centre in collaboration with National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT)
Kolkata has been opened at Amda village of Saraikala district, and another is expected
shortly in Godda district in collaboration with National Institute of Design (NID)
Ahmedabad. The institutes will provide training for reeling, spinning, weaving,

designing, coloring, printing and computer-based designing for Silk Industry.

Conclusion:

The success of silk industry depends mainly on three basic resources i,e, food plants,
man power and silkworm seeds. Jharkhand, by virtue of nature is, rich in two resources
viz man power and available food plants. Presently out of 9 lakh hectare forest
available for Silk cultivation, only 7.4% i,e, 66678 hectare are being used. Hence there

is a grate scope for the development of Silk industry in this state.

All the efforts taken by the govt. of Jharkhand and CSB Bangalore to provide better
quality Silkworm seeds (DLFs) to produce good quality Silk, are with a view to ensure
attractive price and to provide protection for Tasar cocoon cost. Simultaneously it is

also trying to establish post cocoon processing units in all such district to promote Tasar
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yarn production activities with involvement of rural women to generate demand for
cocoon and create fairer trade mechanism in Tasar sector. Also through this it is trying
to check migration of weavers. Through this the government will be able to uplift the
rural tribal population of Jharkhand, by providing them additional scope for livelihood.
Now it seems possible that, once a hub for Tasar silk, Jharkhand will again gain its old

glory, and establish itself on the silk map of India.
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TEAATIUET § T ST HYT & TSA SATA-IAT ST = TE eI et bl g ST
| S T ST Al SIgd AN ST g et € 9 qfeh 39 @l sht =Ie 8 I g3 o
i3 ST AT el Afhed| 37 HAHAT oh ST ST o el Toh TSI &1 TAT| T8 AT S

a3 H TN g3

Sicleg o ST ol ohg § TRt for@ TMidi shl 2@ ST a7 3ok Sied 9919 o1 -G8y
O 34 TR ¢ - 1) ST &ftieh qor (H:@R 21, 2) 39 & & Sfa ol 9T 8l 3) T for warent
39 YR STHT 81 4) 3TERT &1l 9k ST &

TET 10 TR-TR T TG S(a-a31 o &9 39 Tdl § 7t et 2 Tos &
Tt o ST Tt H ST gl AT Tl 6l et § 3AehT Sfiad-axi 1 Uge] 98 &l e
3R IEET B1 T AT BT @ o 91 Sieis S0 o &9 T TR A1d &1 STERC (1951) &
fFlt FEW (1966) T 3 Tl H ST STRT-h T ithed - AT § FHiohdT fG@Tg <dT
2 MTRR o & § AT | & o324 T AT $ell g 2

Sia-2319 ek Tl § SR 37T B 38! a1 [&&dT | SieT ST TehdT § - Ueh 98 i
& for wepte dfth 0 Sfte o i gfdehior were g € SfR g o€ TMid & (S smeid Sfie-
I O 3Teha 1 37 a1 &l | Seis o T AT 2

ST o SlTe gOt & fhed TR | Heelel o T 2 ol qgrer ey hid &

=M
‘TS T TS I8 AT 2, TN ek 18 ATl & / JHT |t fomme

Gpat forge Sfiag ST hT € 27 A o feam oM s/ 3 gkt fonet | I o
&0 8 2 g4t v o7 fhew areer & o 36 @ fom % fore wew ==, Arem e Afve @
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el T forget 319 Sfiaq-geia Y fem wefsta & oft| 1952 § 3118 e fhew & ia |
o HE 1 fErAd e ol e o g forad & -

ST, 3t waaTer, e § "R/ & 7 398 i & R @ gr v

7t o dfrdl § Sfe % ufa gfEerr Ter star @ Afr steer fier & feew i
FEI o STEY o ST IRV HT TR X Y Wl T 31 & ; S T (1952) Tohew s
78 et -

2t fomr oy it o g & ayrm/ & Rt sefteht <t g da &6 3 e
& g el ora, I Terht hr &/ 2 ot ot g at foee et @ ot <t
T AT T3 T T Hhgd! § TR-AR

W o €Y ag, H ot ok U / 3etg & 9X W A § e R an
IV o Toram, srwekt ot & =ife / 378 g o 7 et f s r

el shl STTATIHAT A1 fob G0 Mt Sfter o wfer foramer w1 31K 3fie o1 2 1 Bl
T G&ST 3UYT IdT 21 I T & civg 1 SHaT-a31 21 Siied o i 3ok IULh =i oie-
TG ek § o3 T H TR 8 3

F® T d1 STEATTCHRAT H §9 qLE AT WL & SITeh! Gt Scies, o Maeh 8 AT
TR B o fofel feraT & WA AT 21 1953 | 375 378 {Uher sh1 Hohsr T 3R 3
T ftheqma 38 1id 39 1d sl TR ® -

BT | A g Y / o & Y Start o / 210 X T <Ry e 9

T 3 QT S TCHTCHT § T o, 3ifdH el qt g= o AT | &deh, Fa9T &4 6
T ATTTE S &) o i ST STl eRTeshaT H STEATCH Sl €Y ST e @ -

FIT §% ¥ 78TO / ToTent STU et/ oY AT ST o ST
g W 7X@ 94 ¢ AT

ST T B P ATY / SR TR ST BTY

TG | Tk et o1 @=T
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ST o STW & g1 ST R e Tl H Uk diehv i # Sfad sl 9 i aig it
o 7T & S “3ft 4207 (1955) Tohew o TR [T & ST i & oot Sfta Y e,
TR Hta el fFoTHY Wik S8 Se Siter o e ol

WIS o STH o WY 36k 0 T o oft iR g 81 et ot 38 a1 uitferd € ST
38 39 T ol T § ot Tl 81 1953 1 fbewt afqer & <378 srel & 319 T, Se ar
ST Fer T o ifaw SAq d 2 foan 2 -

STTITST 3 T 3T SISTTH o/ 21 kT, STeld T &, Setd @ 3 9t et

36t oo 1 ST i Sl it e dfh o TR foran i off werE 31 2 e
wee ot M, o 1 a8 % §UH I 81 Qe 39 dftw o are 9L i | Seis F Sed-awie
X AT § ST & -

S T T SFERT T e wrwet fon werT gt A/ W U T B U e, an oft
TE e ©
whiet ¥ Ract § Eet SUN {1 W SRUTH o / TTET & W1 3 Shiel ST ol JaTg ATd §°

it ot dferat Sfa o girar & e @it i ST et "erdt 21 Sehel | e 9e
FHAT | X5 F Sfa o @it TeeAT i S@T o, TrET ofT| WAt 7 Sad 1§ St SH

ST ST T ST W MR AT 1954 3 T WTE |Ieel | Sfa sl ST AR 3 forar
® - <Iefr-frett, Jeft-F=it TR e hl/ Tt ST @

fhem T (1955) WA fheni o STOET ST Hehld ST 8T 81 36 T off
atefae & R 31 fhem & o & Sfa forveres o1 fomm sifyeres et & fore g staer
fire 21

“SHET AT T ¢ q, T AT/ ITERT § AT o6, a1 a ST o

g it T& o1 1T i SUC Tcfih Biell & ST SATCHIM ohl ST ST Al ST AT e
T 7Y T Sfa T Ho TR Rets | forar 2 -

I SST-HHT Teh STl TR & / TGHAT § THIRT HeHhA HT Y

O T A Sfa o HAfedea, 3usht fafd I a9 FexiF & W 8] e e STl
Y T etes J T Fel R -
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T 7 61 19 St 3T 36 @ IS e (S TR 1956).

Har fohed o g1 et o 9 H forg q @ 1 9eR @ Wid  oft kg J A stee
T &TUTTIIAT ST A8 30 I T F5o 36 qLE AT FFAT @ -

STTeM-77cg o T AT H I WS bl TR AT 8] TEMHT (1958) F T T &

g SiaT Al vt TR, Hft gw a1 R HT T FRT ]| Al ST @
(1956) fooew # wsh Trst o forg 3= i foran @t ffarft o @ &1 75| Sfte o & aee]
AT BTt S e i AT R

frew gt ST Hiea o it Sftem S 3 w7 € % sremar Fo T @ -
‘g o SaTer ¥ TErht, STtereT € AT WA A R hr
ot g S ¥ fo A, SRt ot e AT e

wTcTeh = TG §HT el ek, hidl H bol R shi IFTE ST BY Feies, 30T forterd & -
N T A/ Teh WA o T AR/ 3N g F T W, T geft A
e Teh Goh! &, THA el ATGAT/ ek I AT AT hit’

S5 o Tl T SH U0 T T Gesd TH-T1 3ATAT 21 3R STt Al o T8 37T
IE T 1 e 2l Tohed fet (1963) o 3N AHATA & €k Al @iE ok AT Md § 78

T2 F TETHN Sifehd T2 -
FIFH Y AT RS T L AT /AR TG A 37 UR et e /7 Sy
T 9T A FATHIE HD @ TaML....

e o 36 ST Ted U HTH STEHT Farll Wl Fehdl €, Tifeh et T Tl 7 &eh
STHT, %1 A ST (UM o6l e H - 1964) T et o 9dm € -

T o Tl & 4T, W R A v foRARy
T ot T TTeT o | H, 7 6T A gRaNT
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fheq Mg’ (1965) | “agl s & ar Tq ¥ s R & ar e e
eI hed 8

gt § A, g & e, ot o foreft ferams
2 gaeh! TE, § Ay AT, T foRees 7 otrs
IS AT A AT, HETRRT AT St 2°

e o 38 e U foieh EreRt Sl s it o1q oft St Rl HSE T €, I
ST T ST T ST (STHITAT 1966) Feaht ST T BHAT | SH & Foel| I AHH
S, Sfa SR I % SR H ek AT & g a1 forelt @ -

I st et ween g@ @/ W famr a e ga @
ST & KT Fewnr / g A & arer fomamn
T ST SHET AT A TR F GOR 67 I

'FATEN(1959) Tthew 1 T T Sgd WIEL 2154 M ! S awe 3e sfia S 3 et
T THETIE e 31fersh farsgywor it wivt 72t ot -

Fopeft <t TetTEet O B Framy feReftent o firer @ah At & s
foreft & T BT X oo & sy sfaT gt A 31

fe ot wr & foru a feief/orer en & oo at ieffedft st s sraw 2
VAR

frgar feer & foer % Uaar wi/fier @ g6 & 7 @R &y 6 @& ot fedt = are
TG /ferlt 3 SATFAT W TERTEN/HRTT et B oAl & AR-AT.... ST getent a7 B1°

e it Teies, T T gAT St b Jedia 2| ookt SiTe oA oAl SITd el o 3
Tt & Srelt 21 ufcrar fhew & <@ v wer o e ok sifw ST H e At e fordt # -

‘Uge] W URTY 34 ST & FOAT, T € 9w
qWT & 7 31 TR & 33, TH @R o €10 STl §

uafeg e, 2017 @i6 sike 67 uGC Approved Jowrnal No, 49359



PADCHINHA (ISSN 2231-1351

e el s (1966) 1 A Y 318 WA el GaT o I8 ST 3 7 et
o SfTem-gx ol & 7 a1 9L Tiq-Har T RIS 2| 984 & Tt I6aT § S ST (s
S A AR A E -

‘T hIt HEAT BT, T shist 1 BTt /argt forar-forer o o 2, ot a9 &0
FHMAT 21

Sl o Al J 31freah Sfiaq-a3ia 7R § IS 9 k1, O 99 9 e s
T, HHSIT T ST T, ST ITH 2 8 TATH & A 6T HT & 37 3199 § Y9 ST 61 7
1 LT 21 I a Sfie St 1 di@ 3d 8 3T ST o Sfiad ® e doh I9 T SAIER B
T <1 ST S 8| Fe ST STl € Tob 3 7 g, & A1 T W 9 shi Tl 3ok Ted T
it fermd =1 Sa 2| Ao F Sha il IR @ F TR ST & e € & S
S M)

Haw
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=i formst & foqemr sk ftre

AT
smilly.tripathi08 @gmail.com

AT G b forehre S ST gew § ficrsnt g &) 38 @ it a1 7oy forelt ot e o 7
T AT FYIAT GIH T SRR §OR & WG G 996 7 8 56 [0 S 69 A7 3T
wrierY frvma 81 5o feafa & 1S vk frere ar =018 = ot o1 e 21 = s o o et R
JHHT TTEH-UI0T AT 2 IO 3k WH-FH TR IThT RaT 7 Jalel LT 2| e TTISTen
ST | T T o qey 3o TuW W fewrg ad g1 i fomet Aqrar @ for fuqen § s
TR § Rt o foTq 36 e o Areaw € oTefi-ieRtor st Trear fshrem| &t fomst = g
T IE Toram «<for AfgeTeay sl 31efiT S aTelt ST ST=HT ohl Ug=IHT STTY) 39 JehT, sfige
HY o T3 aXeh o AL § TRIATET =gl = foqem wee 1 JAnT SR 36 faRre o1ef §
eI AT ST fofarm) !

i Tfer T ﬁ?{ﬂ?ﬂ o 37k &I T U fRAT “When a man raises his voice in the

course of an argument and insists on his point of view, without letting others who are

party to thhat conversation, especially women get a word in, his action are likely to be
described a ‘aggressively patriarchal.” If a women alleges sexual harassment at her
workplace and all the men in her office deny that his could ever happen, chances are
that she might describe their reasoning as being ‘typically patriarchal.” In political
speeches them declaim the universal subordination of women, the word ‘patriarchy’ is
likely to figure frequently—as a catch all word to describe the diverse ills that women
suffer from.... the absolute rule of the father or the eldest male member over his
family.2

“Patriarchy is a social system in which the father or oldest male is head of the
household having authority over women and children. Patriarchy also refer to a system

of the government by the male and the dominance of men in social or cultural system it

may also include title being traced through the male line.”3

(Frera oz srareer @ e =X 1 fan o wod 95 Tow =K 1 e g 8 Siat
HR ==l T IFeHT T IAUHR AT 2| TIqear T Sl Saem 1 9 8 S fhell T

" dfiaer, <., stremet, Tt o, s frfera seenfran, =2 feeett
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Gk AT AT 1o § ot Teh T T 3Teh ToN{ o ST i aTd el & foras
TEY a7 o BT § BreT srear +ft AR % wrfier # smfie 21)

Seieh 60 T 0 {1eEor e e SR € Seden T gen o el 8] ware § et
=1 feurfer S | TUqeT sh1 Toed |uer 8 ST 21 HIST shi SATH SR0M F& € fo qon fia o
219 2| el oh1 AfeetrAl 0 0T € qem Afeedtd qoui il §edfe 2| e sht Toed de T
a1 T 21 et o7 SR s H fqet 1 STerT TaET @ 9 et § 3ud 1T 8 areda |
ST TS & Qe 1 gt TET 3@ i HerdT 8| HeeRT ohi 3T fIqer sl SareT
3rferen T &

78t W% 31 § foF 9w ifer R w1 BT R\ it R =i W eiar R
HATRrehT T o AT, 20 & TT6 YSTT qoT I6eh B Teh 1l W BNl & 6 36eh 1, -
e, Hia-feR 96 %9 MM o TOqe § S0 8 oot Joqaai=d [l o I8 &l AR
2T 21 STl a7 RS Bt & fora o weqor § Tt 2, T ot o wer § o 9t g
TR ST (ST TR T B o Eeen § Tt 31 7 wew  wef # fora 2-

BC SRR GENATEC RIS RICE ]
REMIRICRS CERS CRIRE R pite(]
CISRIEIRCRIEIEr-RIEIERIIRI]

T T e Tehfera sl TRsTy|

forrera frenang o1 foerfaa &9 21 fuqerr o Sferare o fiar R 310 el T Rl
QI MM & Rk ool o TR T &1 9 OG0 F FHSIR & 36T I fUar 6
HTEIUT B TET =T1e) St 3T oo it fordg fifer off =€t et 21 Yo et Sfehi staumon
1 Tohe T & T8 SISt Aieahicen| Hehical &fi-qew # forve idt 2l

Siferer fHToTETE “TTefes & SHITT SRIST 27 9 S[HeT i STTIdT 8| Rl o S qei
=T 1T HaT &1 3 A § 1 wwg 1 @1 8| Rt = fopal &1 fgum &, Rl &
378 98 Sl el ot it TEST ot W 21 fqert it s |, 7w, qve, ue foreft ot Aifa @
31U sl H TG =TT 2

THR H Te SR E 3T AT Rl 1 STreher s I aar Jrerdt & o ge qigar ST
it I gt Y 36 5 TS 21 I8 S gSlt 7 df Site fo, IR I § grefeua @ 98 s
SE AT STehideh| Sfeeh I8 st Afeal § <Iell AT T T o &9 H Th diel ¥ ot diet bl
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Hehdll T TIOTTH 21 33 foET 39 o shl T i SATTE o1 &9 3d &) Sheieh Tied 71 & foh
T A THATETET & 370 3R ST 7e o sfte ok Wt 3R foramesh oo forrs el
T Y6 AR O il foshme| ey RIepR idr o, wocl gehsdr o1 WS |l 39
AT 9T 7 R R 1 TFI L o TT 6 ST SIS S 9] 3R B vt off
IS I T8 AR AT off szt shl agwrer s offi>”*

Sheeh Wid © o ErrpeTal aiEr | #ft gRaar o 98 1ot wSl | A gy o
Fehdt ol R BRI AT T om A wvery & o # a7 wifies atree ot F fore@ =g
qrey STl off ST S8 =T ST R Tkl off| eq ST 3weht Reerfa et b 21 39
JaetTa i Rerfa & i fag 737 FRer A ® 81 Giew wHd {6 59 wme wg
Tk & STTTE W & o 3R ey Sfd s ot oFe Sfes Stravaekar Sfafes st wmer 7€
T8 TS oft| oTeT AT STfer Qe |t ot @I A At oft| 6t o =rerd |t | ST 3t o 38T
TAT ATt T T[T < efi-ofi S &t THer # Sraf 1 6o gatn & 89 & aray off
e, T TR TFaft Ieared o1 aiore of-famel w9 @ 7e ol Hrfarel| we] FH AR
FZF ] e, STel el el o RIme st off, @

t STeT Ue & ATk st G SeRt 18 T8 A Soai 9L 3uehT far oft EFa &
$HY YEel e A ol fortra drerd o 19 Y -1t At forqerT 1 € seteTet 21 HidT g
TH forEa ol HIGSTRRR THET ST o1 W S Sgr H SANal i Jias {37 7 9o
AT ot 31 31 T 21 TRl 5 1ot o A1 sre 7o TRE SR forrea ot & Sl
SITH HTAT WG S| ST oh WHETieh Site o & SR SHehT grel ohes; foirg Tl T T 9| 3
TS T IWeh S shT HIT IHehT HEIT oAl Hewel s1¢ 1T 1| STl GHETH o1 T 1| §H L& feer
1 SAfecd | TR e o 31T € et oht feaf e ol o o1 3ot et e
T8 TS 37k 1! HT Hew o2 7T HI TFHI I Hew adl & 7| &9 &l 0 &9 8 I
el TATTYT I GohdT T T o foTw geftea 31T ufdsra ot ot qrer st S1fem s )|

WIeH o Ith Teh ol F© ST 4 TR foaT ST et foh Ieared o Frimor e o
T T S HIAH TEI gAT sfch gHeh TRId Tecared W =07 4 &St sl drehden
ST ST T8 HAd & foh et ot Qi sht qeett s e s g S fafi aeert &
siTer STl T STeaT-agel! I 83| famg 37 FHepve] § fi sht STeetr-siacl! SuR” & &9
T et off) g ot AT € fo T T T aRE o e W See Tl ol T IR UNER § e
T T T8 TR 1| € SaeATe ol TH A1) S6t 9 | B 76w o fowei o freron foram mm
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o faftr g ] gU ST o Sfad Joot SHTeht 3eh! Td=TdT Tt ST ST TR0 A&t Rt
U ST U QR ohT AT T AT Fehell off| 3T AT ol gt o & H, AT S & 3R
Q& G ohT WUT-UIN0T T o {oTT 27 < o1 38 feerfal # 377eht /8 Ueh oreq /A T T

Sfore e T @ g R o PRI o AR TR At § I, TeedTe,
GUTSTR0T 3T A TR’

ST AT Greled I A H 8 AT6 |1 o TR 9T 30T Fedeh foeerm <At
AT U & o fafmr o1 |ree gue S o fomR it 311 Ser 3R e T I8 et 3G
o1 6T TS & ST 81 a1 AT SAUq IeehT ATehel ol IS sht §THT T+t SEqehut ol

&t 3T RTEAT 3 36 o e o FRI07 sht 9 e serr & foraifera et &-

“1-3TIELT S A AT bt Stfet Sfsham o ST T 3 Bt sht iifieh qoim YrcdTaeh el o
oSl ST

2- It o ol 37T STqTor 3 SFeht Wt o =0T ot ATy o s Rt A st
T SFS-S[GH o =0T o S Areft difgi o fore et o geer i g=or1 4 (1t @i & 3a
o ek Rt R foRam g

3- 91G H, TS o ok 7R TSAT Al TTIAT o |re fUqeieh IRaR T i ST W@
o fIq a1 ST Srerfen T s sifashr gam’
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Literature has been the voice of people coming through the characters created by the
writers. Ultimately any writer is what their atmosphere prepares them for. So, in a sense
literature is history first hand. Now that there is an open debate about the authenticity
and accountability of almost every historical events , it seems fair to see literature as
alternate history without worrying about the authenticity and factuality of the event and

person. (Roberts 2015)

When it comes to the Indian period of Nineteen Sixties and Seventies, Asif
Currimbhoy is definitely the man who served this purpose of looking at the political
and social events in their complexity and holistic view. The pen in his hand suddenly
starts weaving history with the fusion of individuals and their personal emotions.
Almost all is plays are the outcome of one or another social-political event, be it the
escape of Dalai Lama from Tibet, Liberation of Goa from Portuguese, Assassination of
Gandhi ji, Riots in Bengal, Liberation of Eastern Pakistan and many others. His variety
of subjects is surprisingly vast and so is his treatment of it. He has written around

thirty-one plays and unfortunately many of them are not in print.

Goa is one such play of Asif Currimbhoy that is directly influenced by the
instant socio-political event i.e., the invasion of Goa by the Indian Army. On eighteenth
of December 1961 Indian Army annexed Goa and after an easy fight got its Vijay (they
named it operation Vijay) on nineteenth of December 1961. Just one day game. What
happened there is a well told story in different history books with their concerned point
of views. What I mean by this is that this whole event looks completely different

depending upon who the narrator is. (Subramaniam). For instance, a Portuguese who
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sees Goa as,"... home, no less than Lisbon where I was born" (Currimbhoy 11), may
disagree to call it liberation but would rather address it as invasion of the Indian state
over the land (Goa) that they had built and crafted over four centuries. At the same
time, an Indian view would call it the liberation of the Goans from the colonial

Portuguese whom they want to tell in face that; "You are exploiting us" (12)

The opinions go a little wider if one is open enough to listen to the third party
involved i.e., the native Goans. They hold a view that may or may not collide with

Portuguese as well as of Indian view.

Who can serve this purpose better than a man of literature? Playwright Asif
Currimbhoy has very carefully touched all possible aspects of this socio-political event
by weaving allegorical characters representing each shareholder of it. Goa is an inside
out document of what happened in Goa in Sixties. It has two plots, the main plot has
four major characters: Sinhora Miranda, Rose (daughter of Sinhora), Alphonso and
Krishna. They are allegorical representation of Portuguese Goa - White Goa, Indian
Goa- Brown Goa, Portugal and India respectively. The sub plot has many minor
characters such as Portuguese Administrator and Goan Nationalist who provide direct

political argument for the play.

Use of allegory is the key aspect of the play that gives it its beauty. Currimbhoy
has avoided any direct comment on the matter as much as possible as he was conscious
of his international audience as well. At the same time there is always a risk for any
creative person to fall prey to indigenous prejudices while dealing with the issues of
one's own ethnicity. Choosing allegory has proven to be an effective middle path for
avoiding any conflict and standing close to impartiality. Asif seems successful in doing

so as his message his layered in the characters itself.

My paper is an effort to put parallel lines among the four chief characters and
their allegorical resemblance that they stand for. The hypothesis is that first major
character Senhora Miranda stands for the Goa that is Portuguese in taste and colour,
flamboyant, playful and beautiful. The Goa that is conscious of its beauty and the spell
it casts. Second is Rose who stands for Goa that is Brown, different in colour and

language, humble in her approach. Third is Krishna, representing India that has newly
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got independence, influenced by Gandhian view and in the process of reshaping his
consciousness. Fourth character is Alphonso representing Portugal in color, taste,

consciousness and concerns.

Maria represents the Goa that carries the identity of White Goa and is proud of
it. Here the term White Goa is used to denote the amalgamation of both identities that
Goa had prior to its succession with India. The term White represents the European
association of the land as Goa spoke and got administered in the Portuguese, rulers
were of the same cultural continuum from their mother land, mixed but not totally
mixed. Second term Goa represents the second part of this identity as the land where
this European trait is exercised is not Lisbon but a place on the Indian subcontinent

named Goa.

Speaking of the subtle nuances that Currimbhoy uses to represent Mariya as
‘White Goa’ is scattered across the play with beautiful analogies. It starts from the very
opening scene when the playwright tells the age of Senhora. Her age is around forty,
symbolic to the centuries Portugal spent in Goa i.e., more than four centuries. In the
same scene she crosses the patio from the West side of the stage to the East. Perhaps
through this Currimbhoy is trying to create an analogy for the identity She holds
parallel to the identity of White Goa. This Goa has completed the journey of associating
with its origin from the West side of the world i.e., Europe (hence White) to the cultural
and racial identity to the East side of the world i.e., Asia/India.

This Goa that associates itself with White identity holds pride in it. It is
beautiful, gracious and gentle, at least that's what it believes; "Senhora Miranda is fully
aware of the effect she is creating. She walks slowly and carefully to avoid showing the
effect of any tipsiness... a tone of feminine self-consciousness mixed with artful
coquetry which she obviously enjoys." (7-8). A self-assumed idea of superiority is a

problem that very much every European colony suffered with.

In the same scene she bows down to the vicar in a slight acknowledgement and
passes a wide coquettish smile to the Portuguese administrator but passes through the
local Goans without even noticing their presence and hides herself from the smuggler.

This is a beautiful presentation of the obligation that the White Goa feels for. She feels
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obligated to the Vicar who represents the Christianity and the Portuguese administrator
is somebody she feels organically connected with, hence flirtatious toward him. She
feels no connection towards the local people who are different in colour, language and
religious identity so ignores their presence. She knows that smugglers know her
original conflict of being in an alien land with alien identity and are using it against her

so she avoids him.

In the course of the play this identity of White Goa that Senhora is symbolic of
is presented by her longings to Lisbon that she so badly wants to visit despite the fact
that she is born and brought up here in Goa and has never visited there. She is the one
who holds enormous pride in what she is but occasionally is confused for her priorities
and responsibilities. She knows that Portugal represented by Alphonso doesn't care
about her but still can't help but to love him, pamper him and eventually plead him to
leave her. She is dubious of India represented by Krishna who displays the qualities of
non-violence. She is concerned of Brown Goa i.e., a Goa that associates itself with
Indic identity after the freedom of India from British rule, represented by Rose. Her
feelings for Rose are mixed, she feels connected and disconnected at the same time.
Connected because she is the child of her own but different in tone and voice, nature
and complexion. As she accepts; "they say it should give rise to love when it's cut out
from your own flesh. But the colour is different. A constant reminder...” (26). She just

can't ignore this obvious difference.

Rose is the representative of Brown Goa that has Indian likings and appearance.
A Goa that was born after the independence of the Indian state in 1947. To mark this
Currimbhoy emphasizes that; " The girl is dark looking and about fourteen with a
beautiful innocent face and a strange voice " (Goa 8). Her age and complexion both are
a direct connotation of her being Goa after 1947. Another symbolism that is used to
represent her Indian origin is the story of her birth. She is not a legitimate child of
Senhora as she is the result of the rape that Senhora was victim of. Here, through this
analogy, perhaps the playwright is trying to suggest that Rose (Brown Goa) is the
outcome of the forced relationship that Senhora (White Goa) had to go through with a

native that she is not at all affectionate of. As Krishna puts it to Maria; “Rose couldn't
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come out dark unless either your husband or your father was dark like me. In terms of
colour, therefore, I was either your husband or your father.” (42-43). Here this rape is
symbolic to the influence that India casted in the White Goa through its Congress
Committees and protests that gave birth to an identity in Goa that is Brown in taste and

complexions as it associates itself with local identity.

While justifying the rape scene to represent the use of military and hard power
by India, Currimbhoy highlights the dual standard that Indian state displayed. In his
interview he admits that he too revisited this scene time and again but his commitment
to extremes encourages him to represent it this way. In his suggestion to the state of
India he says; “Don’t dictate your life by moral dogmas when you know very well that
running a nation doesn’t always move along those lines. And don’t develop the type of
hypocrisy which I have found our country obsessed with in the years gone by- things
are changing now.” (Paul and Jacob). This shows the impartiality of the playwright for

the event.

Keeping up with the allegory, Brown Goa (Rose) is attracted to India (Krishna)
as both are of the same age and identity but the fear of the unknown lingers around her
efforts to know and be one with it. Symbolically, in the introductory scene where
Krishna is trying to communicate with Rose, she is unable to comprehend what he is
saying as she is deaf and can't see him clearly either because it's gloomy. The Brown
Goa feels the same helplessness as it is yet too young to understand what India is
speaking about and stands for. In this scene Rose (Brown Goa) assures Krishna (India)
that she will love him more if he doesn’t touch her. Apart from these analogical
presentations, there are repeated affirmations throughout the play that; “Rose is Goa

and Goa is Rose”

Krishna represents the newly independent India that is trying to get hold of Goa
that associates itself with native Goan identity as being part of the Indian subcontinent
represented by Rose as Brown Goa. he is unlike the other Goan despite so much in
common as Currimbhoy mentions; “this young boy is somehow different-looking from
the other Goans around the place.” (8). In one scene where Maria mentions him saying;

“He 1s the stranger here. I can make it out. He is not like the others. Dark, yes, but not
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like the others.” (30). This also solidifies his physical appearance as a different one

from local Goans.

Even in his character development he represents the essence of India. Initially he
is the one who doesn't believe in violence; “I don't hit Maria, I don’t commit violence
either” (32), practicing the path of Gandhi ji of peaceful resistance but slowly and
steadily getting attracted towards the use of power and its implications. Krishna who
believed in non-violent ways became adamant to get Rose so much so that he goes to
the length of raping her. This rape is symbolic to the military occupation of Goa by

India, as discussed earlier.

The fourth major character is Alphonso who symbolizes the carefree and
complacent Portugal. He believes Senhora Miranda (White Goa) to be his rightful
possession and has an evil eye on Rose (Brown Goa). He is suspicious, bullying,
violent, impermanently caring and pampering, depending upon the need of the hour.

Seeing him this way changes the narrative of the play ‘dramatically’.

So, on the basis of this detailed discussion this seems fair to conclude that Goa
is a theatrical master-piece that has layered allegories. These allegories are biting and
extremely accurate to the thematic as well as historical representation of the
relationship of Goa with India along with the role of Portugal. Speaking of its success
as a play Currimbhoy asserts; "by and large very few people have disliked Goa." (Paul
and Jacob). Other critics such as P. Bayapa Reddy and K.R. Srinivasa Iyengar has also
praised the theatrical brilliance of Goa as a play. Reddy says; “Acclaimed as a
‘masterful and exciting theatrical event’ doing ‘honour to the western theatre.” Goa
clearly demonstrates Currimbhoy’s fine sense of the theatre and his skill as a

dramatist.” (The Plays of Asif Currimbhoy 92).

Looking at its success it is clear that through Goa, Currimbhoy delivered what
he wanted to. As critic K.R. Srinivasa Iyengar puts it; “Goa is a beautiful and a
frightening play, and the words — “Rose is Goa, Goa is Rose” must rumble in one’s

consciousness for long.” (Appreciations of Asif Currimbhoy 10).
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Abstract

Looking at culture and nature as a binary the paper tries to understand the
connection between culture as a refined existence and culture as a breaking away from
our rootedness in nature. The social setup and the process of cultural development is a
takeoff from the evolutionary cycle and now seems to stand independent of it. Though
this is not so simple and there is not merely a relationship of dichotomy between nature
and culture where nature represents being subsumed within the cycle of evolution.
Actually, a two-way relationship exists where nature helps us learn ways of existence

far more refined and evolved if we learn to observe nature closely and coexists.

The novel seems to start on the premise of the recent rising trend of
vegetarianism across the world. But being a vegetarian is not just a going with the tide
in the novel. It is a journey into a deeper rootedness of the being in nature. The
protagonist Yeong-hye is drawn by Han Kang as an exploration of the words of a
famous Korean poet Yi Sang "I believe that humans should be plants." The paper
explores the journey of Yeong-hye which many can look upon as falling into an abyss
of schizophrenia but which is also an attempt by the her to find herself connected with
nature, her true identity, so that by the time the journey comes to a close, it is not she

but the world around her that seems on the verge of insanity.

Key words: Nature and culture, Han Kang, The Vegetarian, rootedness, cultural

evolution and environmental conditions, development and environment
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Introduction

Han Kang is a South Korean writer whose works have recently been translated
and made accessible to the English-speaking world. The Vegetarian was the first novel
to be translated. The novel seems to start on the premise of the recent rising trend of
vegetarianism across the world. But being a vegetarian is not just a going with the tide
in the novel. It is a journey into a deeper rootedness of the being in nature. The
narrative which is built around the protagonist Yeong-hye, is drawn by Han Kang as an
exploration of the words of a famous Korean poet Yi Sang "I believe that humans
should be plants." (Shin,2016). The novel has been called “surrealistic and painterly
portrayal of a woman’s personal rebellion” by Shin. The elements of surrealism that the
above quote refers to could be taken to relate to the gradually developing sense of
rejection of all that Yeong-hye finds contrary to the natural rhythms of human
existence. When she is giving up on meat and then on food altogether, she is protesting
against the imposed patterns of behaviour and response that assimilate as culture and
the refusal of Yeong-hye to be stereotyped within these constraints as she moves closer

to what she feels is the essence as nature.

The paper explores the journey of Yeong-hye which many can look upon as
falling into an abyss of schizophrenia but which is also an attempt by the her to find
herself connected with nature, her true identity, so that by the time the journey comes to
a close, it is not she but the world around her that seems on the verge of insanity. The
Oxford Reference defines culture as “the way of life of a people, including their
attitudes, values, beliefs, arts, sciences, modes of perception, and habits of thought and
activity. Cultural features of forms of life are learned but are often too pervasive to be
readily noticed from within”. Looking at culture and nature as a binary the paper tries to
understand the connection between culture as a refined existence and culture as a

breaking away from our rootedness in nature.

Analysis

Daniel Nettle, in a very interesting paper “Beyond nature versus culture: cultural

variation as an evolved characteristic”(Nettle, 2009) talks about a dichotomy between
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evolution and culture. The social setup and thereby the process of cultural development
is a takeoff from the evolutionary cycle and now seems to stand independent of it. But
Nettle argues that there is not merely a relationship of dichotomy between nature and
culture where nature represents being subsumed within the cycle of evolution. Rather, it
is a two way relationship where nature and help us learn ways of existence far more

refined and evolved if we learn to observe nature closely and coexists.

We did achieve a lot in terms of growth as a species and actually managed
bypass the Darwinian model in a way through the social structure that we built.
Through various stages of development we came to the present state of cultural
evolution where science and philosophy, religion and technology, arts and medicine
give us a cultural environment distinct from the natural environment. But in this
phenomenal journey that reaches up to the modern idea of freedom and individualism
makes us consumers of predefined norms of existence. Food, relationships and work are
all expressions of our cultural makeup but it is essential for an individual to fall in line
to be normal. The physical existence has changed but the entire exercise seems to end at
the doorstep of liberation of the soul. Any deviations from the accepted patterns of
behavior label you as a quirk and outsider. The person who deviates is not necessarily
mentally unfit. There is a state that Foucault calls “Unreason”(Foucault 2010). But
since cultural systems are more of less institutionalized, the individual cannot be left to
violate the norms. The result is creation of more institutions that try to bring back the
individual within the realms of accepted cultural codes. The care that the individual is
given is must that this leads to is not physical, in fact it does not even look like violence
but can still be more dangerous. We need to understand how this towing the line is a
trap the increasingly homogenized culture is becoming. The local cultural heritages are
giving way to a homogenous cultural patterns all over the world. Cultures had grown
out of and thrived within particular natural environments. With the when culture
becomes consumerism and nature a resource to cater to this consumerism, culture codes

are increasingly cut off from the natural environment of a particular place.

The process of civilization had, till a couple of centuries back, had never really

snapped the link of coexistence with nature. There is an increasing acceptance of
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ancient knowledge as having scientific explanations and not merely a compendium of
merely normative ideas. In fact disciplines like Yoga, Ayurveda, so many martial arts
across the world are a result of conclusions drawn from a close observation of nature.
The separation of the laws of nature and laws of culture are therefore a recent
phenomenon. The premise that supports this dichotomy does not consider the basic
interdependence of cultural evolution and environmental conditions. We learnt and
grew as a culture to enhance our chances of existence and the proof of the success of
this model of adaptation is that we flourish and thrive as a breed against all odds and
overcome most environmental challenges. But the separation of science from social
science led to a leap in terms of visible development of technology and also seemed to
lead to a stronger and responsive social order. Scientific temper went along with a
growth of individualism and democratic ideas. But the journey was along parallel

tracks.

With increasing urbanization and industrialization, the nature culture link, that
had led to the growth of knowledge till now, snapped somewhere. And instead of being
a part of an entirety, nature became a resource for human civilization. That point
onwards the tangent of culture kept moving away from nature at a rapid pace. Security
and comfort confined us to increasingly shrinking spaces where huddled together we
could be safe and easily provided for. Consumerism and mass production took away the
meaning of real freedom without our being aware of it. Within these spaces, the idea of
freedom became more and more abstract and intellectual notions of freedom to be
measured by its utility for the individual. Culture becomes a byproduct of a system. The
Vegetarian intends to explore if this lost link between culture and nature could be

reestablished.

Within the tradition of a society where being a non-vegetarian is not just a
choice but a norm of culture, if someone decides to turn a vegetarian, it is not just
making a food choice but also asserting an identity in conflict with the accepted social
behavior. Till the time Yeong-hye was seen as following a current fashion of giving up
eating meat, her choice was accepted. But slowly as she reveals her complete rejection

of non-vegetarian food included not just not eating but also not cooking or even storing
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it in her house, she is seen to cross the boundaries of acceptance of behavior. This is the
moment when her protest becomes manifest and express. It is also thereby seen as an
unpardonable affront to the husband and a shame for her family. She faces not just
criticism but intense psychological and physical violence from her husband and her
parents. Instead of accepting her repulsion as a natural abhorrence for meat, it is taken
as a sign of rebuttal of social norms and a rejection of the patriarchal authority of her
husband and her father. This is where I see normative social order had come to snap the
ties between natural human instinct and social cultural norms. The individual could be
allowed freedom so far as it does not entail a violation of established cultural patterns
of behavior. Her father’s violent attempt to feed her meat and the silent complicit
behavior of the family lead her to attempt suicide and a nervous breakdown which is

read as having signs of schizophrenia.

Had the story stopped here, it could have been interpreted along rather simple
ideas of gender and identity. The attempt to persuade her to fall in line are typically
symptomatic of the patriarchal order. But the story moves further and delves deeper
into the intricacies of the cultural structure. The relationships of the family that hold an
individual are crossed and the larger social network is explored now. The family is an
immediate and visible force regulating our cultural integration with our society. The
binary of nature and culture would not have probably been manifested very strongly
since there is no attempt by Yeong-hye so far to connect her decision to turn vegetarian
with her environment. Till now she is delving within her self, trying to understand and
come to terms with her instinctive response. She is able to connect a part of it to the
vague memory of the punishment her father gave to their pet dog when she was a child.
The trauma and the shock of seeing the dog brutally dragged along with the bike till he
died and the feast that the family and friends had of the beast comes up vividly at this
point but it could not be called the trigger. But she transcends this boundary with her
attempt at suicide and her journey moves into the larger and looser structure of
relatives, friends and acquaintances. This is also the first level of cultural makeup as an
evolution from the purely evolutionary state of nature. It is the primary defense and

barrier that disrupts the Darwinian model of evolution.
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By the end of the section Yeong-hye has been sent to the hospital after her
attempt at suicide and she is also being given psychiatric treatment. The forces have
begun to act and she is labeled and slotted as abnormal and sick, therefore, in need of a

treatment of both body and mind.

Yeong-hye’s only link with her family is now her sister, In-hye. And she is also
separated from her husband who thinks he has been cheated by her choice of turning a
vegetarian. With this we enter into the second phase of our interaction where Yeong-
hye comes in contact with In-hye’s husband. He was initially introduced as an artist
who did not seem to do a lot of work and the burden of household was borne by In-hye.
But now we discover him to have a soul that is as much restless and as much
harbouring the sense of being the outsider as Yeong-hye. His prompt reaction to
Yeong-hye’s suicide attempt was interpreted at that point as a trait of his leadership
skill. It is later rather found to be an act of instinctive reaction borne from
unacknowledged attraction to Yeong-hye. He has an instinctive sympathy and
understanding of the decision of Yeong-hye. His relationship with Yeong-hye is not
sexual. His fascination for the birth mark on her body that triggers his imagination is
more driven by an artistic urge than a sexual seeking. His offer to picture her with
flowers painted all over her body is not a sexual overture but an attempt borne from a
creative urge to express his deep imaginative turbulence. He does not initially make the
video with himself. Yeong-hye’s calm acceptance is as much without reading any
implied offers. For her it does not matter whether the flowers are painted on J’s or his
body. Yeong-hye’s reaction to his friend J during the shoot is also a moment of
complete uninhibited response to the painted flowers and not to the person that he is.
What drives the entire episode is a natural response rather than an orchestrated social
episode. She feels in complete communion with the flowers on her body and is
responding to the flowers. He understands this state of mind. She is not mentally
deranged; she is in communion with herself as a natural being. The discovery of the
episode by In-hye is once again the intrusion of the social order into the natural order.
And the reaction of the people is along the lines of normative social mores. They cannot
understand the events as spontaneous. For them it is illegitimate and weird. And their

discovery by In-hye, the enormity of the interpretations to which the act will be put,
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leads to his suicide as the first reaction. And for both of them the act of spontaneity is
interpreted as a symptom of madness. This leads to her being sent to a rehab again. In
much of the story so far we need to ask ourselves again and again why should she be
thought of as psychologically unstable. Why cannot we accept her behavior and choice?
Why cannot she be accepted as in a realm between madness and reason, the realm of
unreason? Even In-hye realizes and later admits that the entire episode does not have
any overt sexual implications. It was intricately linked to the journey the painted
flowers seem to be undertaking. And the result was not vulgar or obscene but an artistic

masterpiece — the high point of an artist’s creativity.

Yeong-hye’s journey has meanwhile moved more inwards than ever. Her
attempt to become a plant is an expression of protest against violence but can also be
simultaneously viewed as “a deep despair and doubt about humanity” (Shin, 2016). She
is barely aware of her surroundings but her dialogue with nature has touched a new
level. Her communication with herself has transformed into a communication with
nature. She has dropped all inhibitions and does not feel the need to even cover herself.
Standing within the normative social structure it becomes easy to interpret her behavior
as madness but if we look at the world from her perspective there is so much she feels,
so much that engages her that we feel compelled to ask - Is this madness? Her complete
giving up of food is not a deprivation. It is simply a choice. The attempts to force-feed
her are traumatic for her. If she has made a choice to turn vegetarian, to give up food, to
explore her innermost self why should it be looked upon as a quirk? The concerned and
engaged behavior of the social structure represented by the rehab center and its doctors
and counselors torments her in the name of restoring her health and taking care of her.
It is extremely insensitive and goes to the extent of inflicting violence in order to make

her do what they see as normal.

It 1s in this lack of a choice where the institutions of society and religion are
completely at loggerheads with nature. It did begin in good faith but somewhere the
norms became oppressive. In-hye’s husband considers death a better option to having to
face the world. The last part is seen through the eyes of In-hye who realizes that her
sister might not be mad, might not be sick, might not be unhappy giving up on food
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after all. Her own life has been spent making brave choices but she has never really
been in a dialogue with herself the way Yeong-hye seems to be. She never did what she
wanted to do. Rather it was what always what she felt was expected of her. Her sense of
responsibility never allowed her to live even a single moment of her life that way she
wanted to. This moment of realization is what Han Kang has called as “moments of
truth which cannot be told using traditional modes of narration” (Shin, 2016). On the
other hand, she increasingly feels that Yeong—hye is not only in communion with
herself and with the essence of nature, even her loss of social awareness is a boon, a

blessing.

We go back to the lines that inspired the novelist, “I believe that humans should
be plants” as Yeong-hye gradually develops not just an aversion to food but moves out
of the conscious communication with the people in the rehab and into a close
communion with the trees. The more attempts are made to force feed her, the more she
withdraws from human contact and feels in harmony with the trees. When In-hye goes
to meet her in the rehab, she sees how the so many in the center are people with
shattered souls who need human understanding and not clinical care. Foucault (2010)
talks about a similar need in his Madness and Civilization when talking about asylums
and the clinical counseling they give as opposed to the sense of a meaningful existence

that religious congregation can impart.

To begin with, Yeong was merely making a choice to turn away from meat. The
more the society reacts to her choice, the more she retreats and withdraws. When left to

be herself, she is happy but when she is pushed into a corner, she crumbles.

Foucault says that unreason remains beyond the bounds of psychoanalysis. He
says it can “neither liberate nor transcribe” (2010) the soul and even cannot explain the
idea of unreason since it has neither the tools nor the capacity to consider what is

beyond both empirical and normative so far.

The question then comes as to who is wrong, and who is mad. Han Kang had
been going through what she calls “questions about human violence and the

(im)possibility of innocence” (Shin, 2016) while she was writing the book. If close
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communion with nature, following natural instincts, learning from close observation of
nature had once made us cultured and refined, how does that same behavior pattern
make us mad now? We cannot look for a healthy culture deprived of its communication
with nature. it is not about a modern assertion of freedom and individualism. It is active
empirical instinct that has led to all that humanity has been able to achieve. It is not the
freedom drawn from a political right or a intellectual or human right it is a far more

basic natural right.
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Abstract:

Locke believes that we acquire all knowledge through sense-experience.
Locke under the profound influence of the rationalist thinker Descartes, accepts
that what we directly receive through sense-experience are only simple ideas’
Nevertheless, he attempts to account for our knowledge of the material world
by introducing the 'complex ideas' of substance, modes and relations, which are
formed out of the 'simple ideas' through the rational operations of the mind.
One of Locke's epistemological objectives is to validate scientific knowledge in
its two essential prerequisites, namely material substance and causal
connections. Locke said that sometimes we do not observe the relation or
difference between two ideas and indirectly establish a relation between the
two. But such a process requires the intervention of other ideas. It is for this
reason that knowledge is called demonstrative. This is rational or logical
knowledge and is also self-proved or indisputable but its probability is not as
definite or as obvious as that of intuitive knowledge. For that reason it is not
immediately accepted by reason. The paper reveals that Locke treats only
intuitive and demonstrative knowledge as real and definite, because other forms

of knowledge cannot even be strictly said to belong to the realm of knowledge.
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The main objective of John Locke’s theory of knowledge is that we can
acquire knowledge through experience. Locke believes that human mind at birth
is like a tabula rasa, a blank sheet. External things leave impressions upon mind

in the form of sensations.

Man’s knowledge according to Locke depends wupon experience.
Sensations and reflections provide the material of our knowledge. All knowledge

is gained by these two processes.

Sensations take on the shape of ideas in the mind. Hence knowledge is the
name given to the relations between various ideas. "The relation may be of
agreement or disagreement, similarity or dissimilarity. This relation is
established differently in the case of different ideas and for this reason Locke has

accepted different forms or kinds of knowledge."1

Simple ideas originate in sensations. Real ideas are similar to external
objects and it is this similarity which is the criterion of truth of the ideas. Simple
ideas are real because they represent external objects in the mind. Complex ideas
formed by the combinations of simple ideas may or may not be true or real. "Yet
complex ideas cannot be said to be illusory because the possibility that they may

correspond with external objects cannot be denied. Besides, they are formed by

combining simple ideas which themselves do represent real external objects."’

John Locke’s primary concern is with the problem of epistemology and he
is mainly interested in the origin, nature and limits of knowledge. It is his
concern to discover which form of knowledge is veridical. As evident from the
title of his main work, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding, his
philosophy lay in search concerning human understanding. As the first step to

such understanding, he analyzed the origin of knowledge.

Philosophy consists in the real knowledge of things. As Russell has
observed, "Before obtaining such knowledge it is essential to find out the extent

to which we are capable of obtaining it and even before this we should try to
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discover the origin of such knowledge so that we can be sure which kind of

knowledge is certain and reliable."’

According to John Locke, in the beginning man’s mind is a tabula rasa or
a blank sheet, similar to dark chamber, an empty cabinet or white paper upon
which there is not a single discernible sign or idea. He refutes the notion of the
rationalists that God has impressed upon our minds certain innate ideas. "It is
natural to ask the question where these ideas come from. In other words if the
mind itself is not the source of knowledge, then from where does this knowledge
arise. Locke answers that experience is the source of such knowledge. It is for

this reason that Locke has been called the father of empiricism."*

Knowledge that is communicated to the mind through experience is of two
kinds, i.e., sensation and reflection. Both are the sources of knowledge. Through
sensation we arrive at knowledge of the sensory qualities of objects. Reflections
comprehend the mind’s own activities such as perception, emotion, belief,

thought, reasoning, and volition. These two are the sources of different ideas.

Hence, mind’s knowledge is received either through the sense organ or
through the minds action upon sensory experiences. Here it should once again be
pointed out that Locke uses the term ideas to indicate that knowledge, which is
directly known by the mind. In other words, ideas are the indirect or intuitive

subject of direct thought reflection. "Two main kinds of ideas are to be found in

the mind that is simple ideas and complex ideas." ’

1. Simple Ideas: - These are the ideas that are received by the mind in the

form of sensory or sensitive knowledge. They are of four kinds: -
I) Ideas originating in a single sense organ:-
Certain simple ideas have their origin in a single sense. They are ideas
of colour, form, temperature, taste, touch, smell, sound etc.
IT) Ideas originating in more than one sense organ:-
Such are the ideas of space and time, inertia or motion; they have their

origin in the sense of sight and touch.
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Ideas originating in reflection:-

In reflection, the mind examines its own actions upon the various ideas
presented to it. In such an examination it discover the presence of such
memory function as remembering, perception and other processes such
as comparison, classification, abstraction, conjunction or separation.
Ideas originating in sensation and reflection:-

Some simple ideas are created by the common functioning of sensation

and reflection. Some examples of such ideas are pleasure, pain, force,

. . . 6
existence, unity, order, or time.

Complex Ideas:-
When simple ideas are put together or arranged according to certain
combinations, the result is complex ideas. Locke divides the innumerable

complex ideas into the following three classes.

Ideas of Modes:-

These are the complex ideas that are not capable of existing of their
own accord, but must be supported by substances, some examples,
being the ideas of triangle, obligation or murder. Ideas of modes are of

two kinds.
Simple Modes:-

In these kinds of ideas, varieties of only one simple idea are involved that
is, without including second idea, one solitary idea is repeated in different
combinations and in this manner to produce simple mode.

a) Complex Modes:-

Ideas of complex modes are formed by the combinations of numerous
simple ideas. "Examples of this type are the ideas of beauty, which is a
simple idea in itself. Other examples of such complex ideas are those of

running, fighting, murder etc. Social customs and traditions influence the

. . 7
formation of ideas of complex modes."
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1II. Ideas of Substances:

It has already been pointed out that the ideas of modes or qualities are not
self-dependent, but are connected with the idea of some substance. Ideas of
substances are themselves complex ideas and are made up of a mixture of
numerous simple ideas. Any complex idea of substance necessarily includes the
concepts of its ideas. These ideas pertain specific objects which are the basis of
various qualities. Hence the idea of substance is representative of a foundation
upon which the ideas of colour, weight, density and other qualities are built. It is
observed that many of the ideas that we receive from sensation and reflection
invariably occur in pairs or groups. From this we conclude that all these ideas
pertain to the qualities of the same subject, and we presume that the qualities
have existence in some specific substance, which is then given a name. In fact,
without imagining the existence of substances, it is difficult to conceive how
certain ideas remain together. These qualities must occur in some place, they
must have a common ground. Substance is the name given to this basis or
common ground. It is believed that the basis of material qualities is material and
the substance of spiritual qualities must be spiritual and from this is derived the
notion of God who is accepted as the ultimate basis of all substance. To the
physiological substances Locke designates the term unthinking or unreflective,
not material, while the conscious elements are called reflective because no
definite knowledge can be obtained concerning of substances themselves. Locke
accepts the possibility that the creator may have given an element of reflection
even to the material substance and that we may simply be unaware of it. Hence,
it would be better to call it unreflective rather than material. The ideas of
infinity, pleasure, supremacy, knowledge, power and existence are conjoined to
the idea of God. For example, the term apple is the name given to a substance
which has specific qualities of colour, form, taste, smell, etc. "Besides, certain
ideas of substance do not depend upon qualities of a substance but appear to be
that the basis of a number of objects, example being the idea of a crowd or that

of an army. Similarly, the world is composed of numerous substances put
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together. Substances, therefore, are those ideas for which grammarians use

collective nouns."®
III. Ideas of Relation:

In addition to the idea of substances and their modifications, our minds
possess other ideas that depict the different relations that exist between different
objects. These are the ideas of relations. They serve to compare different objects.
It is possible to establish some or the other relation between every object of the
world. Examples of the ideas of relations are similarity or dissimilarity,
causality, etc. The relation of cause and effect is derived from sensation as well
as from reflection. With the help of our senses, we perceive that objects change,
and that in the process certain qualities and substances come into existence
because of certain other qualities and substances. Even in the realm of thought
when one simple idea gives rise to another the former is called the cause and the
latter the effect. When upon perceiving clouds we immediately think of rain, then
the idea of cloud is the cause and that of rain the effect. As Locke has stated that,
"Establishing the relation of cause and effect does not require that we should be
aware how a particular cause creates the effect. Even in the absence of such
knowledge the relation of causality can be established once it has established that
a particular object has come into existence by the effort of another. Although
science entails the use of numerous relations of space, time, extension, contiguity

etc., yet the most important relation is that of cause and effect."’

Locke determines, it is clear, the truth or falsity of an idea by the degree
of correspondence that it exhibits. Hence, the limits of our knowledge are limited
to the sphere of our thoughts, because the meaning of knowledge lies in the
correspondence of ideas. There can be no knowledge if there are no ideas. We
cannot transcend our experience. Locke therefore is an empiricist. The field of
our knowledge is confined to the extent of our perception. Gold, for example, has
certain distinct attributes such as the yellow colour, a particular specific gravity,
brittleness, but we do not understand sufficiently the relation that each attribute

appears to the other, so that even when one attribute is perceived we cannot
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reduce the nature of other attributes. Gold is not merely a yellow metal for the
mere fact a metal being yellow does not make it gold, in the absences of the other
attributes. As Locke has observed that, "Our mind is not capable of deducting the
attributes of gold form the idea of gold existing in the mind, as it can deduce the
qualities of triangle from the ideas of triangle that it possesses. In fact, only the
self evident when known, can satisfy the human mind but knowledge of this kind
is limited only to the field of logic and mathematics. Knowledge of this nature

not found in the sphere of science.""

Kinds of Knowledge

The clarity of man’s knowledge depends upon the correlation between the
ideas in his mind. In the process of correlation of ideas, at times the relation
becomes obvious almost immediately but at other times it takes a longer period.

On the basis of this Locke has divided knowledge into three kinds:

1. Intuitive Knowledge :

In this type of knowledge the mind perceives the relations between ideas
without taking the assistance of other ideas. For example, we perceive almost
immediately that there is difference between the ideas of black and white, circle
and triangle, three and two. Knowledge of the difference between them is
immediate, complete and definite, for there is no need to prove it, and in fact, it
cannot be proved. "Such difference is inevitable and self-proved. Locke is of the
opinion that the reality and proof of our knowledge depends upon intuitive

knowledge.""'

2. Demonstrative Knowledge :

Sometimes we do not observe the relation of difference between two ideas
and indirectly establish a relation between the two. But such a process requires
the intervention of other ideas. It is for this reason that knowledge of the kind is
called demonstrative. This is rational or logical knowledge and is also self-
proved or indisputable but its probability is not as definite or as obvious as that

of intuitive knowledge. For that reason it is not immediately accepted by reason.
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Logic provides demonstrative knowledge in which a conclusion is reached only
through reasoning stretching over a number of steps. Knowledge of this kind can
be received through induction or deduction, but in either process the various
steps have to be as definite as is the case with intuitive knowledge. If this is not
so then the conclusion arrived at may not be dependable. As Dutta Roy has
stated, "It is for this reason that each step in logic and mathematics is carefully
examined before conclusion is reached. In actual fact, Locke treats only intuitive

and demonstrative knowledge as real and definite, because other forms of

knowledge cannot even be strictly said to belong to the realm of knowledge."12

3. Sensitive Knowledge :

Knowledge of the world is derived from the senses. External objects
cannot be known either through intuition or through demonstration. Knowledge
gained through the sense is called sensitive knowledge by Locke. Knowledge of
this kind differs from the knowledge gained through dreams. It differs from
illusion and hallucination also because it has greater veracity. "Sensitive
knowledge is more than mere possibility, yet it cannot be said to be as certain
and definite as either intuitive or demonstrative knowledge. Much of our own
knowledge is in the form of intuitive knowledge, while God’s knowledge is of a

demonstrative kind, but both have veracity and are definite." B

The man Criticism of Locke’s theory of knowledge is as under: -

1) According to Locke’s theory of knowledge, our mind accepts sensation
from external objects individually, that is, each sensation impresses itself upon
the mind separately. They are later on converted into complex ideas by the
actions of the mind. On the one hand Locke holds that experience is the source of
knowledge, but on the other hand he indicates that universal and definite
knowledge cannot be derived from experience naturally, how the empirical

standpoint can provide philosophical knowledge. "In actual fact, as the modern
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psychological also believe, mere sensation in itself has no meaning in the
absence of any mental activity and hence empiricism cannot provide a theory of

knowledge without having recourse to rationalism." 1

2) According to Wright, Locke had started out with the intention of
providing a theory of knowledge, but he only succeeded in providing us with a
theory of ignorance. Wright makes this comment concerning Locke’s theory of
representations according to which our knowledge is limited merely to the
archetypes, for we never know the object itself. Our ideas are only

representatives of external objects not identified with them.

Conclusion:

On the basis of whole explanation it can be concluded that Locke theory
of knowledge depend upon experience. Sensation and reflection are the main
source of knowledge. The limits of our knowledge are limited to the sphere of
our thoughts, because the meaning of knowledge lies in the correspondence of
ideas. Locke’s Philosophy is the true knowledge of things. He recognizes three
modes of knowledge that is institutive knowledge, demonstrative knowledge and
sensitive knowledge. Locke adopted a critical attitude towards knowledge and
the problem that arise with them thus relate to the origin, the validity and the
limits of knowledge Locke conducting his epistemological enquiry propounded a
theory of knowledge known as a ‘Posteriori’ or empirical theory, against a
‘priori’ theory of the rationalists and help that all knowledge is derived from
experience. He believed that —Mind is at first a tabula-rasa-a blank sheet of paper
without any writing on it. The mind at first is perfectly empty and whatever
knowledge it acquires that is due to the action of externals things which leave

impression upon it in the form of sensation.

According to Locke sense-experience is the only source of knowledge,
which he divides into two kinds that is sensation and reflection. In short to we

can say that Locke believes that all knowledge is comes from experience.
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SETYRT 1 ot 98 aet ARBR Ja R fow @ Fored o ot sifvvsat R wehl wifer
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forerar war 72|

wd weid gRae: aa | e |
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A dfceh S T AR AR U &1 & €~ AN Alfeed o F0T HIEFH I Teohid
HTHR ATTERT &I T & 1 o 1 U T 2| ¢ ATezm| hi TE e SN o o ST
H Hiere ST Aqes BHeH, SN, JTHISE ARG - WIS sh1 ATE{hT Tl ST
FHAThH B----- WIS o T T3 N % v T g R aferfyg it et Hifymr
TH HRhTT T & 3RGT THFH sl BT aTfeq)” 3id ¥ shaet et fob Tarietsit ¥ foeme g ar
T AT SAfoh ToTS T ot Tt S § UeT §371 2| UH i3 69 foshfyd Tai a1 2l
HATST Y S0 H S o 0 O, o o 710 9T, &5 3 T4 T S-FH1E TR G- Bl &l ol
STel o B HTiecd ST TS § Fel-1eRtor el Sl a6 deh THTST T T2} o Tehal SN e
wuTST 1 fwtor T & Wb 39 waw § wfifean stot stew sifient T TeRar 21 ARk ot
feufa o8 2 for wifear gurst 1 Siied it a8 die | T g1 ) a1 & a1y |iiee
FATITHRT AT +ft THTH BT T &7 2

FeTIC T ST T HIeATE 37 AT 2 AT 8| T Faraii o s off AT STehe ot
=1 TR BT &1 S 2| 3ETTT I8 S 81 ST & fof 7 Fratl i ShaaTe |ia-8weiert il
EATHAT o AT HSR | &7 TS i A0 2 HX T 21| THH forhedi § & &al fohed
TS T3 o ST T 2 o oI TTer ST At 2

o ;-
| T SRR S, T ST Fohmr ST S I sirardl et & ST el 8

? ST ISTAT : 26 SIS, 2015

* ST, BT Sl : AeehTel SfaeTeesr Ue giaem o, e & sraiem, &-20 T,
feRcT SRIGTIHT, TSTETE, IRTET, 9. 126

* T M EeTe Hifear sk enfee, SHEaT 11 feEsT, 2016
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